PREFACE FROM THE EDITOR 


This work is a transcribed version of the original Douay-Rheims Bible that was first published in 1609, 
with all the footnotes, marginal notes, cross-references, introductions, and of course the Scripture text 
itself. Due to the age of the translation of the Scripture text and the old style of spelling that was used in 
the footnotes and introductions, | have simply put the outdated spelling into modern English. As for the 
Scripture text, | have kept the words in the original order and have made only spelling changes, not word 
changes nor phrase changes, with the exception of words like thee, thou, thy, shalt, etc., into the 
modern renderings of you, your, shall, etc. 


The reason why | have chosen to provide this work is to give everyone the chance to rediscover this 
timeless work that has almost been forgotten. The original Douay-Rheims Bible is one of the most 
beloved translations, and this update that | have done is nothing more than an attempt to make the 
treasured translation easier for the modern English reader, with wonderful footnotes and introductions 
that are design to clarify and explain the meaning of the Scripture! 


This single volume of the book of Revelation is just one of many more volumes to come! 


The Theme of the Apocalypse of St. John 


That which the Old Testament foretold of Christ himself, the Apostles could report the fulfilling thereof in 
the New Testament, by way of history, even from his Conception to his Glorification. But of his Church, 
they could not do so: because in their time it did but begin: being to continue long after them, even to the 
end of the world, and then at length to be glorified, as Christ her Spouse already is. Hereupon God 
would have St. Luke to report in the Acts of the Apostles, the story of the Churches beginning, and for the 
rest of it to the end, (that we might receive this benefit also by the Apostles hands) he would have St. 
John tell us of it in this book by way of prophecy. 


Of which book St. Jerome said (Jerome to Paulinus): The Apocalypse of St. John has as many sacraments or 
mysteries, as words. Yes more then that, in every word there are hid manifold and sundry senses. 
Therefore it is very little that can here be noted, in respect. Yet to give the good Catholic (whose comfort 
is here) some little help, the book may be divided into five parts. 


Chap. 1-3 1st part The first contains seven Epistles from Christ now in glory, so seven churches of Asia, 
or (for, there he makes alone) to the seven Bishops of those churches, meaning not to those only, but 
also his Churches and Bishops throughout the world, saying there in every one of them, to all in general, 
"He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Church." As also in every one he exhorts us 
to fight manfully (in this spiritual warfare of ours against sin) for the victory, and in every one accordingly 
promises us a reward in heaven. But before this, in the beginning of every one, he partly commended, 
partly reprehended, and exhorted to penance. Where this is much to be noted, and feared, that among 
so many, he reproaches somewhat in all, except only in two, which are the second and the sixth. Inthe 
beginning also of every one, he takes some piece out of the apparition going before, to frame thereof his 
style agreeably to the matter of each Epistle. 


Chap. 4-8; 2nd part After this admonition to pastors and their flocks, the second part follows, wherein the 
Church and whole course thereof from the beginning to the end, is expressed in the opening of a book in 
God's hand, and the seven seals thereof, by Christ, for which, he sees praise sung now in heaven and 
earth, not only to the Godhead, as before, but also (after a new manner) to Christ according to his 


Manhood. And he, when he is come to the opening of the last seal, signifying Domesday, he lets that 
matter alone for a while, and to speak more fully yet of the said course of the Church, he brings in another 
pageant (as it were) of seven angels with seven trumpets. The effect of both the seals and trumpets, is 
this, that the Church beginning and proceeding, there should be raised against it, cruel persecutions, and 
pestilent heresies, and at length after all heresies, a certain most blasphemous apostasy, being the next 
preparation to the coming of Antichrist, after all which, Antichrist himself in person shall appear in the time 
of the sixth seal, and sixth trumpet, persecuting and seducing (for a short time of his reign) more than all 
before him. The Church not withstanding shall still continue, and wade through all, because Christ her 
Spouse is stronger then all these adversaries, who also straight after the said fixed time, shall in the 
seventh, come in majesty and judge all. 


Chap. 12-14; 3rd part Of the which judgement, differing yet a while to speak at large, he does first in the 
third part entreat more fully of the Devil's working by Antichrist and his company against the Church, that 
the justice of Christ afterward in judging, may be more manifest. 


Chap. 15-21; 4th part At length therefore in the fourth part he comes to the seven last plagues, the 
seventh of them containing the final damnation of the whole multitude society or corps of the wicked, from 
the beginning of the world to the end. Which multitude, in the Gospel and first Epistle of this same St. 
John (as also in the other Scriptures commonly) is often called Mundus, the world. And here he calls it 
partly, Mereticem, a whore or harlot, because with her concupiscence she entices the carnal and earthly 
men away from God, partly, Cruitatem Babylon, the city of Babylon, because it makes war against 
Jerusalem the city of God, and labors to hold God's people captive in sin, as it was shadowed in 
Nabuchodonosor and his Babylonians, leading and hold the Jews with the Jerusalem, in captivity, until 
Cyrus (in figure of Christ) delivered them. But whether all these seven plagues should be understood (as 
the seventh) of Doomsday itself, itis hard to define. More like it is, that the first six are to go before 
Doomsday, but whether corporeally and literally, (so as Moses plagued Egypt) or rather spiritually it is 
more hard to define. Yet it seems more easy to understand them corporeally as also the plagues 
wherewith Elijah and his fellow shall in the time of Antichrist plague the wicked (which peradventure shall 
be the same last plague) whereof we read in this book 11:5-6. But not content to have deceived thus the 
damnation of the whole adulterous and bloody society, he does also report of their three captains of 
damnation, which are these, Antichrist, and his False Prophet, and the Devil himself the author of all this 
mischief. 


Chap. 21-22, 5th part Finally, on the other side, in the fifth part he reported the unspeakable and 
everlasting glory,, that the Church after all this suffering, shall by Christ her glorious Spouse assumpted 
unto. And so he concludes the book. 


CHAPTER 1 


3. John being banished in the island of Patmos, is commanded to write to the seven churches of Asia 
(signified by the seven candlesticks) that which he saw upon a Sunday, round about the Son of man: 13. 
whose manner of apparition is described. 


1 The Apocalypse of Jesus Christ which God gave to him, to make manifest to his servants the things 
which must be done quickly: and signified, sending by his angel to his servant John, 


2 who has given testimony to the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, what things soever he 
has seen. 


3 Blessed is he that reads and hears the words of this prophecy: and keeps those things which be written 
in it, for the time is near. 


4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia. Grace to you and peace from *him that is, and that was, 
and that shall come, and from the seven spirits which are in the sight of his throne, 


5 and from Jesus Christ who is the faithful witness, the *first-born of the dead, and the prince of the kings 
of the earth, who has loved us, and *washed us from our sins in his blood. 


6 and has made us a kingdom and priests to God and his father, to him be glory and empire for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


7 Behold he comes with the clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they that *pricked him. And all the 
tribes of the earth shall bewail themselves upon him. Yea. Amen. 


8 *I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and end, says our Lord God, which is, and which was, and which 
shall come, the Omnipotent. 


9 I John your brother and partaker in tribulation, and the kingdom, and patience in Christ Jesus, was in 
the island, which is called Patmos, for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 


10 I was in spirit on the Dominical day, and heard behind me a great voice as it were of a trumpet 


11 saying: That which you see, write in a book, and send to the seven churches which are in Asia, to 
Ephesus, and Smyrna, and Pergamus, and Thyatira, and Sardis, and Philadelphia, and Laodicea. 


12 And I turned, to see the voice that spoke with me. And being turned I saw seven candlesticks of gold: 
13 and in the middle of the seven candlesticks of gold, one like the Son of man, vested in a priestly 
garment to the feet, and girded about *near to the paps with a girdle of gold. 

14 And his head and hairs were white, as white wool, and as snow, and his eyes as the flame of fire, 

15 and his feet like to latten, as in a burning furnace. And his voice as of many waters. 


16 And he had in his right hand seven stars. And from his mouth proceeded a sharp two edged sword: 
and his face, as the sun shines in his virtue. 


17 And when I had seen him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he put his right hand upon me, saying, Fear 
not. *I am the First and the Last, 


18 and alive, and was dead, and behold I am living for ever and ever, and have the keys of death and of 
hell. 


19 Write therefore the things which you have seen, and that are, and that must be done after these. 
20 The sacrament of the seven stars, which you have seen in my right hand, and the seven candlesticks of 


gold, the seven stars, are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven candlesticks, are the seven 
churches. 


1:4 Ex. 3:14 

1:5 Col. 1; Heb. 9 

1:6 1 Pet 1 

1:7 Zec. 12 

1:8 Is. 44; Apoc. 21; 22:13 
1:13 See Wisdom 18:14 
1:17 Is. 41,45-46 


FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 1 


1. Apocalypse. Of the Apocalypse thus writes the ancient father Dionysius, Bishop of Corinth, as 
Eusebius alleges him li. 7 c. 10 hist. Eccl. Of this book(says he) this is my opinion, that the matter 
thereof is far more profound then my wit can reach unto, and | doubt not but almost in every sentence of 
it, there lies hidden a certain sense exceeding mystical and marvelous, which though | don't understand, 
yet | conceive that under the words there is a deep meaning, and | measure not the matter by reason, but 
attribute all to faith, taking it to be more high and divine, then | can by cognition comprise, not reproving 
that which | understand not, but therefore | admire with reverence, because my wit can not attain to it." 
Again St. Augustine says, "That in the Apocalypse many things are obscurely spoken, to exercise the 
mind of the reader, and some few things left evident, that through them a man may with labor searching 
out the rest, especially for that the author so repeats the same things in divers sorts, that seeming to 
speak of sundry matters, in detail is found but to utter the same things in divers ways." lib. 20 City of God c.17. 
Which we set down here in the beginning, to warn the good Christian reader to be humble and wise in the 
reading both of all other holy Scriptures, and namely of this divine and deep prophecy, giving him further 
to understand, that we will in our commentary, according to our former trade and purpose, firstly and 
chiefly note unto the studious, such places as may be used by Catholics, or abused by heretics, in the 
controversies of this time, and some others also that have special matter of edification, and that as briefly 
as may be, for that the volume grows great. 


3. keeps those things. There be many (especially now a days) that be great readers, hearers and talkers 
of Scriptures, but that is not enough to make them good or blessed before God, except they keep the 
things prescribed and taught therein, according to our Savior's saying, (Luke 11) Blessed are they that 
hear the word of God and keep it. 


4. To the seven churches. That certain numbers may be observed as symbolic and mystical, and is 
plain by many places of holy Scripture, and by the ancient Doctors special noting of the same to many 
purposes. Whereby we see the rashness of our adversaries, in condemning generally all religious 
respect of certain numbers in our prayers and actions. 


Namely the number seven, is mystical, and prophetical, perfect, and which, as St. Augustine says, the 
Church knows by the Scripture, to be specially dedicated to the Holy Spirit, and to appertain to spiritual 
cleanness, as in the Prophets appointing of Naaman to wash seven times in the Jordan, and the 
sprinkling of the blood seven times against the tabernacle (li. 4 quest. in number.q.33., See li.s.c.5 de Gen.ad.lit. & li.5 
in Deuter.q.41.). All these visions stand upon seven, seven churches, seven angels, seven stars, seven 
spirits, seven candlesticks, seven heads of the Dragon, signifying the Devil, seven of the beast that is the 
Antichrist, seven of the beast that the harlot rode upon, finally the number also of the visions is specially 
marked to be seven, in this book, and every time that this number is used in this prophecy, it has a 
mystery and a more large meaning, then the nature of the number is precisely and commonly taken for. 
As when he writes to the seven churches, it is to be understood of all the churches in the world, as the 
seven angels, for all the angels or governors of the whole Catholic Church, and so forth, because the 
number of seven, has the perfection of universality in it, as St. Augustine says (li.5 quast. in Deuter. q.4.2). 


From the seven spirits. The Holy Spirit may be here meant, and to call for his sevenfold gifts and 
graces, as some expositors think; but it seems more probable that he speaks of the holy angels, by 
comparing this to the like in the 5th chapter following, where he seems to call these, seven spirits sent 
into all the world, as St. Paul to the Hebrews 1:14 speaks of angels, and so Protestants take it in their 
commentaries, which we note, because thereupon they must needs confess that the Apostle here gives 
grace and peace, not from God only, but also from his angels, though that benediction comes one way of 
God, and in another way of his angels or saints, being but his creatures. 


And so they may learn, that the faithful often sing in one speech, God and our Lady, our Lord and any of 
his saints, to help us or bless us, is not superstitious, but an Apostolic speech, and so the Patriarch said 
(Gen 48:16) The angel that delivers me from all evils, bless these children. See commentary on Acts 15:28 


6. A kingdom and priests. As all that truly serve God, and have the dominion and superiority over their 
concupiscences and whatever would induce them to sin, be kings, so all that employ their works and 
themselves to serve God and offer all their actions as an acceptable sacrifice to him, be priests. 
Nevertheless, as if any man would thereupon affirm that there ought to be no other earthly powers or 
kings to govern in worldly affairs over Christians, he were a seditious heretic, even so are they that upon 
this or the like places where all Christian be called priests in a spiritual way, would therefore infer, that 
everyone is in proper signification a priest, or that all be priests alike, or that there ought to be none but 
such spiritual priests, for it is the seditious voice of Core, saying to Moses and Aaron, "Let us suffice you, 
that all the multitude is of holy ones, and the Lord is in them. Why are you extolled over the people of the 
Lord?" Num. 16 


9. Patmos. Banished there for religion by Nero, or rather by Domitian, almost 60 years after Christ's 
Ascension. 


10. in spirit: Namely, | had a vision, and not with my corporal eyes, but in spirit | beheld the similitudes of 
the things following. 


On the Lord's day. Many notable points may be marked here. First that even in the Apostles time there 
were days deputed to the service of God, and so made holy and different, though not by nature, yet by 
use and benediction, from other profane or as we call them, work days. 


Secondly, that the Apostles and faithful abrogated the Sabbath which was the seventh day, and made 
holy day for it, the next day following, being the eighth day in count from the creation, and that without all 
Scriptures, or commandment of Christ that we read of, yea, which is more, not only otherwise then was by 
the Law observed, but plainly otherwise then was prescribed by God himself in the second 
commandment, yea and otherwise then he ordained in the first creation, when he sanctified precisely the 
Sabbath day, and not the day following, even great power did Christ leave to his Church, and for such 
causes he gave the Holy Spirit to be resident in it, to guide it into all truths, even such as that are not 
expressed in the Scriptures. 


And if the Church had authority and inspiration from God, to make Sunday, being a work-day before, an 
everlasting holy day, and the Saturday, that before was a holy day, now a common work day, why may 
not the same Church prescribe and appoint the other holy feasts of Easter, Whitsuntide, Christmas, and 
the rest for the same warrant she has for the one, that she has for the other. 


Thirdly, it is to be noted that the cause of this change was, for that now we Christians esteeming more our 
redemption, then our first creation, have the holy day which was before for the remembrance of God's 
accomplishment of the creation of things, now for the memory of the accomplishment of our redemption. 
Which therefore is kept upon that day on which our Lord rose from life to death, which was the day after 
the Sabbath, being called by the Jews, una or prima Sabbath, the first of or after the Sabbath (Mt 18; Acts 
10; 1 Cor 16). 


Fourthly, it is to be marked, that this holy day by the Apostles tradition also, was named Dominisus dies, 
our Lord's day, or, the Dominike, which is also an old Ecclesiastical word in our language, for the name 
Sunday is a heathen calling, as all other of the week days be in our language, some that the Saxons did 
worship, and to which they dedicated their days before they were Christians. Which names the Church 
uses not, but has appointed to call the first day, the Dominike, after the Apostle here, the other by the 
name of Feries, until the last of the week, which she calls by the old name Sabbath, because that was of 
God, and not by imposition of the heathen. See. marginal commentary on Luke 24:1 


Lastly observe, that God reveals such great things to Prophets, rather upon holy days, and in times of 
contemplation, sacrifice, and prayer, then on other profane days. And therefore, St. Peter (Acts 10) had 
a revelation at the sixth hour of prayer, and Zechariah (Lk 3) at the hour of incense, and Cornelius (Acts 
10) when he was at his prayer the ninth hour, so here St. John notes that he had all these marvelous 
visions upon a Sunday. 


12 | turned. The one general vision of the seven according to St. Ambrose. 


13. like the Son of man: It seems not to be Christ himself, but an angel bearing Christ's person, and 
using divers speaking proper to Christ. 


Vested in a Priestly garment. He appeared in a long garment or vestment proper unto Priests (for so the 
word, poderes, do signify, as Wisdom 18:24) and that was most agreeable for him that represented the 
person of Christ the high Priest, and appeared to John being a most holy Priest, and who is specially 
noted in the Ecclesiastical history for his priestly garment called petalen or lamina (Euseb. 
li.3.hist.Eccl.c.25.&li.5.c.23). 


20. seven. St. Irenaeus alluding to this says, "The Church every where preaches the truth, and this is the 
sevenfold candlestick, bearing the light of Christ etc." Against Her. 5 


The seven stars. The Bishops are the stars of the Church, as the churches themselves are the golden 
candlesticks of the world. No doubt to signify, that Christ preserves the truth only in and by the lawful 
Bishops and Catholic Church, and that Christ's truth is not to be sought for, in corners or conventicles of 
heretics, but at the Bishops hands, and upon the candlestick (Mt 5:15) which shines to all in the house. 


The angels of the churches. The whole Church of Christ has St. Michael for her keeper and protector, 
and therefore keeps his holy day firstly by name, among all angels. And as earthly kingdoms have their 
special angel protectors, as we see in the 10th chapter of Daniel, so much more, the particular churches 
of Christendom. See. St. Jerome in 34th chapter of his commentary on Ezekiel. But of those angels it is not here 
meant, as is manifest. 


And therefore angels here must needs signify the priests or Bishops specially of the churches here, and 
in them, all the governors of the whole and of every particular church of Christendom. They are called 
angels, for that they are God's messengers to us, interpreters of his will, our Keepers and directors in 
religion, our intercessors, the carriers and offerers of our prayers to him, and the mediators unto him 
under Christ, and for these causes and for their great dignity they are here and in other places of 
Scriptures called angels. (Malachi 1:7) 


CHAPTER 2 
He is commanded to write divers things to the churches of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pargamus, and Thyatira: 


praising them that had not admitted the doctrine of the heretics called Nicolaites, 22 and calling others by 
threats unto penance: 26 and promising reward to him that manfully overcomes. 


1 And to the angel of the church of Ephesus write: Thus says he which holds the seven stars in his right 
hand, which walks in the middle of the seven candlesticks of gold, 


2 I know your works and labor, and your patience, and that you can not bear evil men, and have tried 
them which say themselves to be Apostles, and are not, and have found them liars: 


3 And you have patience, and have borne for my name, and have not fainted. 
4 But I have against you a few things, because you have left your first charity. 


5 Be mindful therefore from where you are fallen: and do penance, and do the first works. But if not, I 
come to you, and will move your candlestick out of its place, unless you do penance. 


6 But this you have, because you hate the facts of the Nicolaites, which I also hate. 


7 He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches, To him that overcomes, I will give 
to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of my God. 


8 And to the Angel of the Church of Smyrna write, Thus says the “first and the last, who was dead, and 
lives, 


9 I know your tribulation and your poverty, but you are rich: and you are blasphemed of them that say 
themselves to be Jews and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 


10 Fear none of these things which you shall suffer. Behold the Devil will send some of you into prison 
that you may be tried: and you shall have tribulation ten days. You be faithful until death: and I will give 
you the crown of life. 


11 "He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches, He that shall overcome, shall not 
be hurt of the second death. 


12 And to the Angel of the Church of Pergamus write. Thus says he that has the sharp two edged sword, 


13 I know where you dwell, where the seat of Satan is: and you hold my name, and have not denied my 
faith. And in those days Antipas my faithful witness, who was slain among you, where Satan dwells. 


14 But I have against you a few things: because you have there, them that hold the doctrine of *Balaam, 
who taught Balac to cast a scandal before the children of Israel, to eat and commit fornication: 
15 so you have also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaites. 


16 In like manner do penance, if not: I will come to you quickly, and will fight against them with the sword 
of my mouth. 


17 He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches, To him that overcomes I will give 
the hidden manna, and will give him a white counter: and in the counter, a new name written, which no 
man knows, but he that receives it. 


18 And to the Angel of the Church of Thyatira write, Thus says the Son of God, which has eyes as a flame 
of fire, and his feet like to latten. 


19 I know your works, and faith, and your charity, and ministry, and your patience, and your last works 
more then the former. 


20 But I have against you a few things : because you permit the woman *Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess, to teach, and to seduce my servants, to fornicate, and to eat of things sacrificed to idols. 


21 And I gave her a time that she might do penance: and she will not repent from her fornication. 


22 Behold I will cast her into a bed: and they that commit adultery with her, shall be in very great 
tribulation, unless they do penance from their works: 


23 and her children I will kill unto death, and all the Churches shall know that *I am he that searches the 
reins and hearts, and I will give to every one of you according to his works. 


24 But I say to you the rest which are at Thyatira, whosoever have not this doctrine, which have not 
known the depth of Satan, as they say, I will not cast upon you an other weight. 


25 Yet that which you have, hold till I come. 


26 And he that shall overcome, and keep my works unto the end: I will give him power over the nations, 


27 and *he shall rule them with a rod of iron, and as the vessel of a potter shall they be broken, as I also 
have received of my father: 


28 and I will give him the morning star. 


29 He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. 


2:8 Apoc. 1:17 

2:14 Num 24:14; 25:2 

2:20 1Kg 18 

2:23 1 Sam 16; Ps 7:10; Jer 11:20; depths 
2:27 Ps 2:9 


FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 2 


1. angel of the church. That which before he will him to write to the Church, he now wills to be written to 
the angels or Bishops of the same. Where we see, it is all one, to the Church, and to the head or 
governor thereof. 


Holds the seven. Much to be observed, that Christ has such care over the Church and the Bishops, 
thereof, that he said here to bear them up in his right hand, and to walk in the midst of them, no doubt to 
uphold and preserve them and to guide them in all truth. 


2. Your works, labor, patience etc. Things required in a Bishop: First, good works, and great patience in 
tribulation. Next, zeal and sharp discipline toward offenders is here commended in them. Thirdly, 
wisdom and diligence in trial of false apostles and preachers coming in sheep-likeness: Where is signified 
the watchful providence that ought to be in them, that heretics do not enter into their flocks. 


4. left your first charity. By this we see is plainly refuted that which some heretics hold, that a man once 
in grace or charity can never fall from it. 


5. Will move. Note that the cause why God takes the truth from certain countries, and removes their 
Bishops or churches into captivity or desolation, is the sin of the Prelates and people. And that is the 
cause (no doubt) that Christ has taken away our golden candlestick, that is, our Church in England. God 
grant us to remember our fall, to do penance and the former works of charity which our first Bishops and 
Church were notable and renowned for. 


6. Because you have. We see here that of all things, Christian people (especially Bishops) should have 
great zeal against heretics and hate them, that is, their wicked doctrine and conditions, even as God 
hates them for which only zeal, our Lord says here that he bears with some churches and prelates, and 
saves them from perishing. 


Of the Nicolaites. Heretics have their callings of certain persons, as is noted at large in Acts 11:26. 
These got their name of Nicholas, one of the seven first Deacons that were chosen (Acts 6). Who 
thought to have taught community of women or wives, and that it was lawful to eat of meats offered to 
idols. Which later point is such a thing, as if one should hold it lawful to receive the bread or wine of the 
new Communion, which is a kind of Idolothyta, that is, idolatrous meats, for though such creatures are 
good by creation, yet they are execrable by profane blessings of heretics or idolaters. And concerning 
the name of Nicolaites given here by our Lord himself to those heretics, it is very pattern and mark unto 
the faithful forever. What kind of men they should be, that should be called after the like sort, Arians, 
Macedonians, Nestorians, Lutherans, Zuinglians, etc. See St. Jerome cont. Lucifer. in sine. 


9. your poverty. This church represents the state of them that are spoiled of their goods, imprisoned, and 
manifoldly afflicted for the Catholic-like faith. 


10. crown of life. The singular reward of martyrdom. 


11. second death. The death of the body is the first death; the death of the soul, the second which 
martyrs are surest to escape of all men. 


13. seat of Satan is. The special residence of Satan is where the faithful are persecuted for Christ's truth, 
we are not to deny the Catholic faith for fear, it is much here commanded. 


14. To cast a scandal. Josephus (Bk 4.c.6 Antiq.) writes that when Balaam could not curse God's people, 
nor otherwise annoy them, he taught Balac a way how to overthrow them, to wit, by presenting to them 
their Heathen women very beautiful, and delicate dishes of meat offered to Bel-phegor: that so being 
tempted they might fall to heathen manners and displease God. To which crafty counsel of Balaam the 
apostle-resembling heretics fraud, who by offering of liberty of meat, women, Church goods, breach of 
vows, and such other licentious allurements, cause many more to fall then by their preaching. (2 Pet 2:15; 
Jude 11) 


19. your works. None of these things are worth anything without the other. 


20. The woman Jezebel. He warns Bishops to be zealous and stout against false Prophets and 
Heretics of whatsoever, by alluding covertly to the example of the holy Elijah that in zeal killed 450 false 
prophets of Jezebel, and spared not Achab nor Jezebel themselves, but told them to their faces that they 
troubled Israel, that is, the faithful people of God (1 Kgs 18). And whether there were any such great 
woman then, a furthered and promoter of the Nicolaites, whom the Prophet should here mean, it is hard 
to say. 


21. She will not repent. We see Free-will here most plainly, and that God is not the proper cause of 
obduration or impenitence, but man himself only. Our Lord gives sinners so long life, especially to 
expect their amendment: but Jezebel (to whom the Apostle here alludes to) would never repent. 


22. they that commit adultery with her. Such as communicated with heretics, shall be damned (alas) 
with them. For, not only such as were in their hearts, of Jezebel's religion, or inwardly believed in Baal, 
but such as externally for fear worshiped him (which the Scriptures call, bowing of their knees to Baal) are 
culpable, as now many bow their knees to the Communion, that bow not their hearts. (1 Kgs 19:18; Rm 
11) 


their works. Who does not see here that good works deserve salvation, as ill works damnation, and that 
it is not faith alone that God rewards but that faith which works by charity? 


26. | will give him power. Observe that not only Angels have power and regiment over countries under 
God, but now for the honor of Christ's human nature, and for his ministry in the world, and saints 
deceased also, being in heaven, have governance over men and provinces, and therefore have to do with 
our affairs in the world. Which is against the heretics of these days, that to take away our prayers to 
saints, would spoil them of many sovereign dignities, wherein the Scriptures make them equal with 
angels. 


27. | also have received. This great privilege of saints rises of the power and preeminence of Christ, 


which his Father gave him according to his humanity and therefore to deny it to saints, is to deny it to 
Christ himself. 


CHAPTER 3 


He is commended to write to the churches of Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea: recalling them that err 
to penance by threatening, but praising the rest, and promising reward to him that overcomes: 15 
Addressing also the cold indifferent Christians. 20 He says that God knocks at the door of mens hearts by 
offering his grace, for to enter into him that will open unto him by consent of Free-will. 


1 AND to the Angel of the Church of Sardis, write, Thus says he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the 
seven stars, I know your works, that you have the name that you live, and you are dead. 


2 Be vigilant, and confirm the rest of the things which were to die. For I find not your works full before my 
God. 


3 Have in mind therefore in what manner you have received and heard: and keep, and do penance. If 
therefore you watch not, *I will come to you as a thief, and you shall not know what hour I will come to 
you. 


4 But you have a few names in Sardis, which have not defiled their garments: and they shall walk with me 
in whites, because they are worthy. 


5 He that shall overcome, shall thus be vested in white garments, and I will not put his name out of the 
book of life, and I will confess his name before my Father, and before his Angels. 


6 He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. 


7 And to the Angel of the Church of Philadelphia write, Thus says the Holy One and the True One, he that 
has the *key of David; he that opens, and no man shuts: shuts, and no man opens. 


8 I know your works. Behold I have given before you a door opened which no man can shut: because you 
have a little power, and have kept my word, and have not denied my name. 


9 Behold I will give of the synagogue of Satan, which say they be Jews, and are not, but do lie. Behold I 
will make them come and adore before your feet. And they shall know that I have loved you. 


10 because you have kept the word of my patience, and I will keep you from the hour of temptation, which 
shall come upon the whole world to tempt the inhabitants on the earth. 


11 Behold I come quickly: hold that which you have, that no man take your crown. 

12 He that shall overcome, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God: and he shall go out no more: 
and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, new Jerusalem which 
descends out of heaven from my God, and my new name. 


13 He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. 


14 And to the Angel of the Church of Laodicea write, Thus says *Amen, the faithful and true witness, 
which is the beginning of the creature of God. 


15 I know your works, that you are neither cold, nor hot. I would you were cold, or hot. 
16 But because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will begin to vomit you out of my mouth. 


17 Because you say, That I am rich, and enriched, and lack nothing: and know not that you are a miser, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 


18 I counsel you to buy of me gold fire-tried, that you may be made rich: and may be clothed in white 
garments, that the confusion of your nakedness appear not: and with eye-salve anoint your eyes, that you 
may see, 

19 I, *whom I love, do rebuke and chastise. Be zealous therefore and do penance. 


20 Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man shall hear my voice, and open the gate, I will enter 
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 


21 He that shall overcome, I will give unto him to sit with me in my throne: as I also have overcome, and 
have set with my Father in his throne. 


22 He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. 
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FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 3 


4. which have not defiled. Such as have not committed deadly sin after baptism. 
are worthy: Note that there is in man a worthiness of the joys of heaven, by holy living, and this is a 
common speech in holy Scripture, that man is worthy of God, of heaven, and of salvation. 


9. Adore before your feet. You see this word of adoration is in Scriptures used for worship of creatures 
also, and that to fall before the feet of holy men or Angels for duty and reverence, is not idolatry, except 
the proper honor due to God, be given unto them. See the commentary upon the 19th and 22th chapters 
concerning the Apostle's prostration before the Angel. And the adversaries evasion, saying that the 
adoration was of God only, and that, before the ‘feet' of the party signifies nothing else but, ‘in his 
presence,’ is false and against the phrase of Scriptures 2Kgs. 4 where the Sunamite adored Elisha, falling 
down before his feet, and 2Kgs 2. the sons of the Prophets adored him in the same sort, and here this 
adoration can not be meant but of the Bishop or Angel of Philadelphia, because he promises this honor 
as a reward, and as an effect thus in the 19th chapter, 'I fell before his feet to adore him’, making it all 
one, to adore before his feet, and to adore him. 


11. This no man takes your crown. That is, his crown of everlasting life and glory, if he perseveres not 
to the end in faith and good works, otherwise another shall enter into his place, as Mathias did both to the 
dignity of the Apostleship, and to the heavenly crown due for the well using and executing of the same 
function, which Judas might and should have had, if he had persevered to the end, and as the Gentiles 
came into the grace and place of the Jews. Other difficulties concerning this kind of speech are resolved 
in school-men, and are not here to be stood upon. 


16. Lukewarm. Zeal and fervor is commendable, especially in God's cause, and the neutral ones that be 
neither hot nor cold, are to Christ and his Church burdenous, as lukewarm water is to a man's stomach, 
provoking him to vomit, and therefore he threatens to void up such neutral ones out of his mouth. 


20. knock. God first calls upon man and knocks at the door of his heart, that is to say, offers his grace, 
and it lies in man to give consent by Free-will, helped also by grace. 


CHAPTER 4 


1. A door being open in heaven, he saw one sitting in a throne. 4. And round about him twenty-four 
seniors sitting. 6. And the four beasts here described, 9. which with the twenty-four seniors continually 
glorified him that sat in the throne. 


1 AFTER these things I looked, and behold a door open in heaven, and the first voice which I heard, was as 
it were of a trumpet speaking with me, saying, Come up here, and I will show you the things which must 
be done quickly after these. 


2 Immediately I was in spirit: and behold there was a seat set in heaven, and upon the seat one sitting. 


3 And he that sat, was like in sight, to the Jasper stone, and the Sardine: and there was a rainbow round 
about the seat, like to the sight of an Emerald. 


4 And round about the seat, four and twenty seats: and upon the thrones, four and twenty seniors sitting, 
clothed about in white garments, and on their heads crowns of gold. 


5 And from the throne proceeded lightnings, and voices, and thunders: and seven lamps burning before 
the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 


6 And in the sight of the seat, as it were a sea of glass like to crystal: and in the middles of the seat and 
round about the seat four beasts full of eyes before and behind. 


7 And the first beast, like to a lion: and the second beast, like to a calf : and the third beast, having the face 
as it were of a man: and the fourth beast, like to an eagle flying. 


8 And the four beasts, every one of them had six wings round about: and within they are full of eyes; and 
they had no rest day and night, saying, *Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Omnipotent, which was, and which 
is, and which shall come. 


9 And when those beasts gave glory and honor and benediction to him that sits upon the throne, that lives 
for ever and ever: 
10 the four and twenty seniors fell down before him that sits in the throne, and adored him that lives for 


ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 


11 You are worthy O Lord our God to receive glory and honor and power: because you have created all 
things, and for you will they were and have been created. 


4:8 Is. 6:3 


FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 4 
In which is represented unto us the glory and majesty of God in heaven, and the incessant honor and 
praises of all angels and saints uplifting him. Which is resembled in the daily honor done to him by 
orders and sorts of holy men in the Church militant also. 


7. four beasts. These four beasts, and the like described in Ezekiel 1 by the judgment of the holy Doctors 


signifies the 4 Evangelists, and in them all true preachers. The man, Matthew: the lion, Mark: the calf, 
Luke, the eagle, John: See the causes hereof in the Summary of the four Evangelists. (St. Gregory in 1 
Ezec.) 


8. Holy, holy, holy. This word is repeated three times here, and Isaiah 6, and to the imitation thereof, in 
the service of the holy Church, at Te Deum, and at Mass, especially in the Preface next before the great 
mysteries, for the honor of the three persons in the Holy Trinity, and that the Church Militant may join with 
the Triumphant, and with all the orders of Angels, who also are present at the consecration, and do 
service there to our common Lord and Master, as St. John Chrysostom writes (1.6 de Saceratis and he. 1.de 
verb. Isa. to.1) The Greeks call it the hymn Tpiodyiov, that is, Thrise Holy. 


CHAPTER 5 
4. St. John weeping, because no man could open the book sealed with seven seals; and the Lamb that 


was slain, opened it, which being done, the four beasts and twenty four seniors, with an innumerable 
multitude of Angels and all creatures, did glorify him exceedingly. 


1 AND I saw in the right hand of him that sat upon the throne, a book written within and without, sealed 
with seven seals. 


2 And I saw a strong Angel, preaching with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the 
seals thereof? 


3 And no man was able neither in heaven nor in earth, nor under the earth, to open the book, nor look on 
it. 


4 And I wept much because no man was found worthy to open the book, nor to see it. 


5 And one of the seniors said to me, Weep not: behold the lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has 
won, to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 


6 And I saw, and behold in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts and in the midst of the seniors, a 
*Lamb standing as it were slain, having seven horns and seven eyes: which are the seven spirits of God, 
sent into all the earth. 


7 And he came, and received the book out of the right hand of him that sat in the throne. 


8 And when he had opened the book, the four beasts and the four and twenty seniors fell before the Lamb, 
having every one harps, and golden vials full of odors, which are the prayers of saints: 


9 and they sang a new canticle, saying, You are worthy O Lord to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof: because you was slain, and have redeemed us to God in your blood out of every tribe and tongue 
and people and nation, 


10 and *have made us to our God a kingdom and priests, and we shall reign upon the earth. 


11 And I looked, and heard the voice of many Angels round about the throne, and of the beasts and of the 
seniors: and the number of them was *thousands of thousands, 


12 saying with a loud voice, The Lamb that was slain, is worthy to receive power, and *divinity, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and benediction. 


13 And every creature that is in heaven, and upon the earth, and under the earth, and that are in the sea, 
and that are therein: all did I hear saying, *To him that sits in the throne, and to the Lamb, benediction 
and honor and glory and power for ever and ever. 


14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty seniors fell on their faces: and adored him 
that lives for ever and ever. 
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FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 5 


1. a book written. St. Gregory takes it to be the book of holy Scripture. (4.Dialog.) 


3. under the earth. He speaks not of the damned in Hell, of whom there could be no question, but of the 
faithful in Abraham's bosom, and in Purgatory. 


5. lion of the tribe of Judah. So did Jacob (Gen 49) call Christ, for his kingly fortitude in subduing the 
world unto him. 


6 And I saw. The Epistle upon All Hallows' Eve. 
A Lamb: So Christ is called for that he is the immaculate host or sacrifice for our sins. 


8. The prayers of Saints. Hereby it is plain that the saints in heaven offer up the prayers of faithful and 
holy persons in earth (called here saints and in Scripture often) unto Christ. And among to many divine 
and unsearchable mysteries set down without exposition, it pleased God yet, that the Apostle himself 
should open this one point unto us, that these odors be the praise and prayers of the faithful, ascending 
and offered up to God as incense, by the Saints in heaven, that so the Protestants may have no excuse 
of their error, as if the Saints have no knowledge of our affairs or desires. 


9. because you was slain. This makes against the Calvinists who are not content to say that we merit 
not, but that Christ merited not for himself. (Calv. Pbi.lip.2.v.9) 


10. A kingdom and priests. To serve God and subdue vices and sins, is to reign or to be a king 
Spiritually, likewise to offer unto him the sacrifices of good works, is to be a priest after a sort: though 
neither the one nor the other in proper speech. See commentary before Chapter 1:6. 


11. The Epistle in a Votive Mass of the holy Angels. 


13. Every creature. He means the creatures in heaven, as Angels and Saints. The holy persons in 
earth, and those that were in Limbo, or be in Purgatory (for of the damned in hell he can not speak in his 
case) lastly, of the peoples in islands (here called sea) which the Prophets use often, when they foretell 
the spreading of Christ's glory through the world, as Isa. 49. Here you islands and you people afar of etc. 


and to the Lamb. All the creatures mentioned are bound to give honor, not only to God, but to Christ as 
man, and our Redeemer: and so they here do. 


CHAPTER 6 
Four seals of the seven being opened, there follows divers effects against the earth, 9. whom the fifth 


seal was opened, the souls of martyrs desire that the judgment may be hastened: 12. and as the opening 
of the sixth, there are signs shown of the judgment to come. 


1 AND I saw that the Lamb had opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four beasts, saying, 
as it were the voice of thunder, Come, and see. 


2 And I saw: And behold a white horse, and he that sat upon him had a bow, and there was a crown given 
him, and he went forth conquering that he might conquer. 


3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast, saying, Come, and see. 


4 And there went forth another horse, red: and he that sat thereon, to him it was given that he should take 
peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another, and a great sword was given to him. 


5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast, saying, Come, and see. And behold a 
black horse, and he that sat upon him, had a balance in his hand. 


6 And I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the four beasts saying: Two pounds of wheat for a penny, 
and thrice two pounds of barley for a penny, and wine, and oil you hurt not. 


7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard a voice of the fourth beast, saying, Come, and see. 
8 And behold a pale horse: and he that sat upon him, his name was death, and hell followed him. And 
power was given to him over the four parts of the earth, to kill with sword, with famine, and with death, 


and with beasts of the earth. 


9 And when he had opened the fifth seal: I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the 
word of God, and for the testimony which they had. 


10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long Lord, holy and true, you judge not and revenge not 
our blood of them that dwell on the earth? 


11 And white stoles were given, to everyone of them one: and it was said to them, that they should rest yet 
a little time, till their fellow-servants be complete, and their brethren, that are to be slain even as they. 


12 And I saw, when he had opened the sixth seal, and behold there was made a great earthquake, and the 
sun became black as it were sack cloth of hair: and the whole moon became as blood: 


13 and the stars from heaven fell upon the earth, as the fig tree casts her green figs when it is shaken of a 
great wind: 


14 and heaven departed as a book folded together: and every hill, and islands were moved out of their 
places. 


15 And the kings of the earth, and princes, and tribunes, and the rich, and the strong, and every bondman, 
and free-man hid themselves in the dens and the rocks of mountains. 


16 And they say to the mountains and the rocks: *Fall upon us, and hide us from the face of him that sits 
upon the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 


17 because the great day of their wrath is come, and who shall be able to stand? 


6:16 Hos 10; Lk 23:50 


FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 6 


9. Under the alter. Christ as man (no doubt) is this altar, under which the souls of all martyrs live in 
heaven, expecting their bodies, as Christ their head has his body there already. And for correspondence 
to their place or state in heaven, the Church lies commonly their bodies also or relics near or under the 
altars, where our Savior's body is offered in holy Mass, and has a special provision that no altars be 
erected or consecrated without some part of a Saints body or relics. (Cont. African. can.50 Carthag.5.can14. See 
St. Jerome con.vigilant 3. St. Augustine de ciuit.li.8.17. St. Gregory li.5.ep.50.li.1.ep.52.li.2.ep.58) Where unto the Prophet 
seems here to allude, making their souls also to have their being in heaven, as it were under the altar. 
But for this purpose note well the words of St. Augustine (or what other ancient writer soever was the 
author thereof) Ser. de Sanctu. "Under the altar (says he) of God | saw the souls of the slain. What is 
more reverent or honorable, them to rest under that altar on which sacrifice is done to God, and in which 
our Lord is the Priest: as it is written, You are a Priest according to the order of Mechisedec. Rightly do 
the souls of the just there call for revenge of their blood, where also the blood of Christ is shed for 
sinners." And many other good words to that purpose. 


This place also the wicked Heretic Vigilantius (as St. Jerome writing against him witnesses, ch. 2.) 
abused, to prove that the souls of Martyrs- and other Saints were included in some certain place, that 
they could not be present at their bodies and monuments (where Christian people used, in the primitive 
Church, to pray unto them, as Catholic men do yet) nor be where they list, or where men pray unto them. 
To which the holy Doctor answers at large, that they are wheresoever Christ is according to his humanity: 
for under that altar they are. Part of his words are these, that you may see how this blessed Father 
refuted in that heretic the Calvinists so long before they were in being. " Do you (says he) prescribe laws 
to God? Do you fetter the Apostles, that they may be kept in prison till the day of judgment, and be kept 
from their Lord, of whom it is written, They follow the Lamb wheresoever he goes. If the Lamb be in every 
place, then they, that are with the Lamb, must be every where. And if the devil and wicked spirits, gadding 
abroad in the world with exceeding swiftness, are present every where: shall holy Martyrs, after the 
shedding of their blood, be kept close under an altar, that they cannot stir out from there?" So answers 
this learned doctor. 


Which displeases our Calvinists so much, that they charge him with great error, in that he says, Christ, 
according to his humanity, is everywhere, as if he were an omnipresent Protestant. Where, if they had 
any judgment, they might perceive that he means not, that Christ or his Saints should be personally 
present, at once, in everyplace alike, as God is: but that their motion, speed, and agility to be where they 
list, is incomparable, and that their power and operation is accordingly. Which they may learn to be the 
holy Doctor's meaning, by the words that follow of the Devil and his ministers: whom he affirms to be 
every where no otherwise than by their exceeding swiftness of being and working mischief now in one 
place, now in another, and that in a moment. For though they be spirits, yet are they not , everywhere at 
once according to their essence. And for our new Divines it were a hard thing to determine, how long 
Satan (that told our Lord he had circuited the earth) was in his journey, and in the particular consideration 
and temptation of Job: and how many men he assaulted in that his one circuit. No, no, such curious 
companions know nothing, nor believe nothing, but what they see with corporal eyes, and teach nothing 
but the way to infidelity. 


10. And they cried. St. Jerome also against the said Vigilantius reports, that he used an argument 
against the prayers of Saints out of this place, for that these Martyrs cried for revenge and could not 
obtain. But we will report his words, that you may see, how like one heretic is to another, these of our 
days to those of old. "You say in your book (says St. Jerome, c S.) that while we are alive, one of us may 
pray for another, but after we are dead, no man's prayers shall be heard for another: especially seeing the 


Martyrs asking revenge of their blood, could not obtain.” So said the heretic. Against which the holy 
Doctor makes a long refutation, proving that they pray much more after they are in heaven, than they did 
here on earth: and that they shall be much sooner heard by God, than when they were in the world. 


But for the heretics argument framed out of these words of the Apocalypse thus, These Martyrs did not 
obtain, therefore Saints do not pray for us: it was so frivolous, and the preceeding so manifestly raise, that 
he vouchsafed not- to stand about it. For it is plain that the Martyrs here were heard, and that their 
petition should be fulfilled in time appointed by God (unto which they did, and do always, conform 
themselves) for it was said unto them, "That they should rest yet a little time, till, etc." And that Martyrs 
prayers are heard in this case, our Savior testifies, Luke, 18. saying, "And will not God revenge his elect 
that cry to him day and night? | say to you, he will quickly revenge them." And if God do not hear the 
Saints sometimes, nor grant their requests, is it therefore consequent that they do not or may not pray? 
Then Christ himself should not have prayed his Father to remove the bitter cup of death from him, 
because that petition was not granted. 


And revenge. They do not desire revenge upon their enemies for hatred, but out of charity and zeal for 
God's honor, praying that his enemies and the persecutors of his Church and Saints, that will not repent, 
may be confounded, and that our Lord would accelerate his general judgment, that so they might attain 
the perfect crown of glory promised unto them, both in body and soul: which is to desire the resurrection 
of their bodies, which then shall triumph perfectly and fully over the persecutors that so cruelly handled 
the bodies of the elect, which shall then appear glorious to the enemies confusion. 


11. stoles were given... one. This one stole signifies the glory or bliss of the soul only, but at the day of 
judgement they shall have it doubled by adding the glory of their body also. 


Till their fellow-servants. There is a certain number that God has ordained to die for the testimony of 
truth and the Catholic faith, for conformity of the members to the Head CHRIST our chief Martyr. And till 
that number be accomplished, the general condemnation of the wicked persecutors shall not come, nor 
the general reward of the elect. 


6:12 behold there was a great earthquake... The tribulation that shall fall in the time of Antichrist. 


CHAPTER 7 
The earth beginning to be punished, 3. They are commanded to save them that are signed on their 


foreheads. 4. Which are described and numbered both of the Jews and Gentiles, blessing God. 13. Of 
them that were clothed in white stoles or long robes. 


1 AFTER these things I saw four Angels standing upon the four corners of the earth, holding the four 
winds of the earth that they should not blow upon the land, nor upon the sea, nor on any tree. 


2 And I saw an other Angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the sign of the living God: and he 
cried with a loud voice to the four Angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 


3 saying, Hurt not the earth and the sea, nor the trees, till we sign the servants of our God in their 
foreheads. 


4 And I heard the number of them that were signed, an hundred forty four thousand were signed, of every 
tribe of the children of Israel. 


5 Of the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand signed. Of the tribe of Ruben, twelve thousand signed. Of the 


tribe of Gad, twelve thousand signed. 


6 Of the tribe of Aser, twelve thousand signed. Of the tribe of Nephthali, twelve thousand signed. Of the 
tribe of Manasses, twelve thousand signed. 


7 Of the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand signed. Of the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand signed. Of the tribe 
of Issachar, twelve thousand signed. 

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon, twelve thousand signed. Of the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand signed. Of the 
tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand signed. 

9 After these things I saw a great multitude which no man could number, of all nations, and tribes, and 
peoples, and tongues: standing before the throne, and in the sight of the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 


and palms in their hands: 


10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sits upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb. 


11 and all the Angels stood in the circuit of the throne and of the seniors and of the four beasts: and they 
fell in the sight of the throne upon their faces, and adored God, 


12 saying, Amen. Benediction, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, honor and power, and strength 
to our God for ever and ever. Amen. 


13 And one of the seniors answered, and said to me, These that are clothed in the white robes, who be 
they? and whence came they? 


14 And I said to him, My Lord you know. And he said to me, These are they which are come out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 


15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and they serve him day and night in his temple: and he 
that sits in the throne, shall dwell over them. 


16 *they shall no more hunger nor thirst, neither shall the sun fall upon them, nor any heat. 


17 Because the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne, shall rule them, and shall conduct them to the 
lining fountains of waters, and *God will wipe away all tears from their eyes. 


7:16 Is. 49:10 
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FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 7 
2 And I saw. The Epistle upon All Hollows Day. 


3 in their foreheads. It is an allusion to the sign of the Cross which the faithful bear in their foreheads, to 
show they be not ashamed of Christ. (St. Augustine tract 43 n Jn) 


4 Of all tribes put together, so many, 144,000. He signifies by these thousands and the multitudes 
following, all the elect, but the elect of the Jews, to be in a certain number: the elect of the Gentiles to be 
innumerable. 


9 great multitude. the elect of the Gentiles. palms in their hands: Branches of the palm tree be tokens 
of triumph and victory. 


7:13 The Epistle for many Martyrs. 


7:15 The glory of Martyrs. 


CHAPTER 8 


1. The seventh seal being opened, there appear Angels with trumpets: 6. And when another Angel 
poured out fire taken from the altar, upon the earth, there follow divers tempests. 7. In like manner, while 
four Angels, of the seven, sound their trumpets, there fall sundry plagues. 


1 AND when he had opened the seventh seal, there was made silence in heaven, as it were half an hour. 
2 And I saw seven Angels standing in the sight of God: and there were given to them seven trumpets. 


3 And an other Angel came, and stood before the altar, hailing a golden censer: and there were given to 
him many incenses, that he should give of the prayers of all saints upon the altar of gold, which is before 
the throne of God. 


4 And the smoke of the incenses of the prayers of the saints ascended from the hand of the Angel before 
God. 


5 And the Angel took the censer, and filled it of the fire of the altar, and cast it on the earth, and there were 
made thunders and voices and lightnings, and a great earthquake. 


6 And the seven Angels which had the seven trumpets, prepared themselves to sound with the trumpet. 


7 And the first Angel sounded with the trumpet, and there was made hail and fire, mingled in blood, and it 
was cast on the earth, and the third part of the earth was burnt, and the third part of trees was burnt, and 
all green grass was burnt. 


8 And the second Angel sounded with the trumpet: and as it were a great mountain burning with fire, was 
cast into the sea, and the third part of the sea was made blood: 


9 and the third part of those creatures died, which had lives in the sea, and the third part of the ships 
perished. 


10 And the third Angel sounded with the trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, burning as it were a 
torch, and it fell on the third part of the floods, and on the fountains of waters: 


11 and the name of the star is called Wormwood. And the third part of the waters was made into 
Wormwood: and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter. 


12 And the fourth Angel sounded with the trumpet, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the 
third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars, so that the third part of them was darkened, and of 
the day there shined not the third part, and of the night in like manner. 


13 And I looked, and heard the voice of one eagle flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud 
voice, Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants on the earth: because of the rest of the voices of the three Angels 
which were to sound with the trumpet. 


FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 8 


3. before the altar. The Priest standing at the altar praying and offering for the people in the time of the 
high mysteries, Christ himself also being present upon the altar, is a figure of this thing, and thereunto he 
alludes. 


4. prayers of the saints. If this be St. Michael or any Angel, and not Christ himself, as some take it, 
Angels offer up the prayers of the faithful, and the 24 Elders did in chapter 5, for this word ‘saints’ is taken 
here for the holy persons on earth, as often in the Scripture: though it be not against the Scriptures, that 
the inferior Saint or Angel in heaven should offer their prayers to God by their superiors there. But 
thereby we conclude against the Protestants, that it not play-down from Christ, that Angels or Saints offer 
our prayers to God, as also it is plain of Raphael Tobit 12:12. 


CHAPTER 9 
The fifth Angel sounding the trumpet, a star falls, 3. The issuing forth of locusts from the smoke of the 


deep pit to vex men, 7. And the description of them. 18. The sixth Angel sounding, four Angels are let 
loose, 18. Which with a great troop of horsemen, do destroy the third part of men. 


1 AND the fifth Angel sounded with the trumpet, and I saw a star to have fallen from heaven upon the 
earth, and there was given to him the key of the pit of bottomless depth. 


2 And he opened the pit of the bottomless depth: and the smoke of the pit ascended, as the smoke of a 
great furnace: and the sun was darkened and the air with the smoke of the pit. 


3 And from the smoke of the pit there issued forth locusts into the earth, and power was given to them, as 
the scorpions of the earth have power: 


4 and it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth nor any green thing, nor 
any tree: but only men which have not the sign of God in their foreheads. 


5 and it was given unto them that they should not kill them: but that they should be tormented five 
months: and their torments as the torments of a scorpion when he strikes a man. 


6 And *in those days men shall seek for death, and shall not find it: and they shall desire to die, and death 
shall flee from them. 


7 And the similitudes of the locusts, like to horses prepared into battle: and upon their heads as it were 
crowns like to gold: and their faces as the faces of men. 


8 And they had hair as the hair of women: and their teeth were as of lions. 


9 And they had *habbergions as habbergions of iron, and the voice of their wings as the voice of the 
chariots of many horses running into battle. 


10 And they had tails like to scorpions, and stings were in their tails : and their power was to hurt men five 
months. 


11 And they had over them a king, the Angel of the bottomless depth, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, 


and in Greek Apollyon: in Latin having the name Exterminans. 
12 One woe is gone, and behold two woes come yet after these. 


13 And the sixth Angel sounded with the trumpet: and I heard one voice from the four horns of the golden 
altar, which is before the eyes of God, 


14 saying to the sixth Angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great 
river Euphrates. 


15 And the four Angels were loosed, who were prepared for an hour, and a day and a month and a year: 
that they might kill the third part of men. 


16 And the number of the army of horsemen was twenty thousand times ten thousand. And I heard the 
number of them. 


17 And so I saw the horses in the vision: and they that sat upon them, had habbergions of fire and of 
hyacinth and brimstone, and the heads of the horses were as it were the heads of lions: and from their 
mouth proceeded fire, and smoke, and brimstone. 


18 And by these three plagues was slain the third part of men, of the fire and of the smoke and of the 
brimstone, which proceeded from their mouth. 


19 For the power of the horses is in their mouth, and in their tails. for, their tails be like to serpents, 
having heads: and in these they hurt. 


20 And the rest of men which were not slain with these plagues, neither have done penance from the 
works of their hands, not to adore Devils and Idols of gold and silver and brass and stone and wood, which 
neither can see, nor hear, nor walk, 21 and have not done penance from their murders, nor from their 
sorceries, nor from their fornication, nor from their thefts. 


9:9 habbergions- A sleeveless coat or jacket of mail or scale armor, originally smaller and lighter than a Hauburk, but sometimes 
applied the same as that. 
9:6 Apoc 6:16 


FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 9 


Most understand all this of heretics. 


1. a star have fallen. The fall of an arch heretic, as Arius, Luther, Calvin, out of the Church of God. 
Which have the key of Hell to open and bring forth all the old condemned heresies buried before in the 
depth. 


3. locusts. Innumerable petty heretics following heir masters after the opening and the smoke of the 
bottomless pit. 


4. Nor any green thing. The Heretics never hurt or seduce the green tree, that is, such as have a living 
faith working by charity, but commonly they corrupt him in faith who would otherwise have perished for 
evil life, and him that is reprobate, that has neither the sign of the Cross (which is God's mark) in the 
forehead of his body, nor the note of election in his soul. 


7. Prepared unto battle. Heretics being ever ready to contend, do pretend victory, and counterfeit gold: 
in shape, as men; as smooth and delicate as women, their tongues and pens full of gall and venom: their 


hearts unmoved: full of noise and shuffling: their doctrine as evil and full of poison, as the tail and sting of 
a scorpion; but they endure for a little season. 


11. over them a king. The chief Master of heretics. 


20. and the rest of men. Pagans, Infidels, and sinful impenitent Catholics must be condemned also. 
have done penance. This phrase being alike in both Greek and Latin, signifying such sorrowful and 
penal repentance as causes a man to forsake his former sins and depart from them. 

Idols of gold. Here again the heretic translators abuse the people, for idols saying images: this place 
being plain against the portraits of Heathen gods, which are here and in the 95th Psalm called Demonia, 
Devils. 


CHAPTER 10 


Another strong Angel crying out, 8. Seven thunders do speak. 6. The Angel swears that there shall be 
time no more, out at the voice of the seventh Angel the mystery shall be fully accomplished. 9. He gives 
John a book to devour. 


1 AND I saw another Angel, strong, descending from heaven, clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow on his 
head, and his face was as the sun, and his feet as a pillar of fire. 


2 And he had in his hand a little book opened: and he put his right foot upon the sea, and his left upon the 
land. 


3 And he cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. And when he had cried, the seven thunders spoke 
their voices. 


4 And when the seven thunders had spoken their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from 
heaven saying to me: Sign the things which the seven thunders have spoken: and write them not. 


5 And the *Angel which I saw standing upon the sea and upon the land, lifted up his hand to heaven, 
6 and he swore by him that lives for ever and ever, that created heaven and those things which are in it: 
and the earth, and those things which are in it: and the sea, and those things which are in it. That there 


shall be time no more: 


7 but in the days of the voice of the seventh Angel, when the trumpet shall begin to sound, the mystery of 
God shall be consummate, as he has evangelized by his servants the Prophets. 


8 And I heard a voice from heaven again speaking with me, and saying: Go, and take the book that is 
opened, of the hand of the Angel standing upon the sea and upon the land. 


9 And I went to the Angel, saying unto him, that he should give me the book. And he said to me, *Take the 
book, and devour it: and it shall make your belly to be bitter, but in your mouth it shall be sweet as it were 
honey. 


10 And I took the book of the hand of the Angel, and devoured it: and it was in my mouth as it were honey, 
sweet. And when I had devoured it, my belly was made bitter, 


11 and he said to me, You must again prophecy to Nations, and peoples, and tongues, and many kings. 


10:5 Dan. 12:7 
10:9 Ez. 3:1 


FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 10 


Christ the valiant Angel is here described. 
4. write them not. Many great mysteries and truths are to be preserved in the Church, which for causes 
known to God's providence are not to be written in the book of holy Scripture. 


5. lifted up. This was the manner of taking an oath by the true God. 


9. take the book and devour it. By earnest study and meditation. 
sweet as it were honey. Sweet in reading, but is somewhat bitter because it commands worship of 
penance and suffering of tribulations. 


CHAPTER 11 


St. John measuring the Temple, 3. Hears of two witnesses that shall preach. 7. Whom the beast coming 
up from the sea shall kill. 11. But they rising again ascend into heaven. 13. And seven thousand persons 
are slain with an earthquake: 15. And at the sound of the seventh Angel, the four and twenty Seniors give 
praise and thanks to God. 


1 AND there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and it was said to me, Arise, and measure the temple of 
God, and the altar, and them that adore in it. 


2 But the court which is without the temple, cast forth, and measure not that: because it is given to the 
Gentiles, and they shall tread under foot the holy city two and forty months: 


3 and I will give to my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred sixty days, clothed 
with sackcloth. 


4 These are the two olive trees and the two candlesticks that stand in the sight of the Lord of the earth. 


5 And if any man will hurt them, fire shall come forth out of their mouths, and shall devour their enemies, 
and if any man will hurt them: so must he be slain. 


6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and they have power 
over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues as often as they will. 


7 And when they shall have finished their testimony: the beast which ascended from the depth, shall make 
war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 


8 And their bodies shall lie in the streets of the great city, which is called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, 
where their Lord also was crucified. 


9 And there shall of tribes, and peoples, and tongues, and Gentiles, see their bodies for three days and a 
half: and they shall not suffer their bodies to be laid in monuments. 


10 And the inhabitants of the earth shall be glad upon them, and make merry: and shall send gifts one to 
an other, because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt upon the earth. 


11 And after three days and a half, the spirit of life from God entered into them. And they stood upon their 
feet, and great fear fell upon them that saw them. 


12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, Come up here. And they went up into heaven 
in a cloud: and their enemies saw them. 


13 And in that hour there was made a great earthquake: and the tenth part of the city fell: and there were 
slain in the earthquake names of men seven thousand: and the rest were cast into a fear, and gave glory to 
the God of heaven. 


14 The second woe is gone: and behold the third woe will come quickly. 


15 And the seventh Angel sounded with a trumpet: and there were made loud voices in heaven saying, The 
kingdom of this world is made our Lord's and his Christ's, and he shall reign for ever and ever. Amen. 


16 And the four and twenty seniors which sit on their seats in the sight of God, fell on their faces, and 
adored God, 


17 saying: We thank you Lord God Omnipotent, which are, and which was, and which shall come: because 
you have received your great power, and have reigned. 


18 And the Gentiles were angry, and your wrath is come, and the time of the dead, to be judged, and to 
render reward to your servants the prophets and saints, and to them that fear your name, little and great, 
and to destroy them that have corrupted the earth. 


19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven: and the ark of his testament was seen in his temple, and 
there were made lightnings, and voices, and an earthquake and great hail. 


FOOTNOTES ON CHAPTER 11 


2. two and forty months. Three and a half years which is the time of Antichrist's reign and persecution. 


5. My two witnesses. Enoch and Elijah, as is commonly expounded. For that Elijah shall again come 
before the latter day, "it is a most notorious known thing (to use St. Augustine's words) in the mouths and 
hearts of faithful men." (See li. 20. de Civit. Dei. c. 29. Tract. .4. in Joan, and both of Enoch and Elijah, lib. J . de pec. merit, c. 
3). So the rest of the Latin Doctors: as, St. Jerome, (ad Pammach. ep. 61. c. 11. and in Psal. xx). St. Ambrose in 
(Psal. xlv.) St. Hilary, (20. can. in Mat.) Prosper, (li. ultimo de Promissionibus, c. 13). St. Gregory, (li. 14, Moral, c. 11. ho. 12. 
in Ezech). St. Bede in (ix. Marci). The Greek Fathers also, as St. Chrysostom. (hom. 58. in Mat and ho. 4. in 2 
Thessal. ho. 21. in Genes, and ho. '2-2. in ep. ad Hebr.) Theophylact and Oecumenus in (xvii. Matthan). St. John of 
Damascus, (li. 4. de Orthodoxa fide, c. 97). Furthermore, that they live also in Paradise, it is partly gathered out 
of the Scripture, Sirach 44:16, where it is plainly said of Enoch, that "he is translated into Paradise," as all 
our Latin copies do read: and of Elijah, that he was taken up alive, it is evident, 2 Kings 2:11. And St. 
Irenaeus says, it is the tradition of the Apostles that they are both there (Li. 5. initio)." Dicunt Presbyteri 
(says he) qui sunt Apostolorum Discipuli, So say the Priests or Ancients that are the scholars of the 
Apostles."- See St. Justin Martyr, (q. So. ad Orthodoxos). Finally, that they shall return into the company of 
men in the end of the world, to preach against Antichrist, and to invite both Jews and Gentiles to 
penance, and so be martyred, as this place of the Apocalypse seems plain, so we have in part other 


testimonies of this, Malachi 4. Sirach 44:16. 48:10. Mat. 17:11. See also Hippolytus's book of "Antichrist 
and the end of the world.” All which being well considered, the heretics are too combative and doubtful, to 
discredit the same, as they commonly do. 

7. the beast. the great Antichrist. 


8. great city. He means Jerusalem, named Sodom and Egypt for imitation of those in wickedness. So 
that we see his chief reign shall be there, though his tyranny may extend to all places of the world. 


10. make merry. The wicked rejoice when holy men are executed by tyrants of the world, because their 
life and doctrine are burdensome unto them. 


15. kingdom of this world. The kings of this world usurped before by Satan and Antichrist, shall 
afterward be Christ's forever. 


18. to render reward. To repay the hire or wages (for so both the Greek word and the Latin signify) due 
to holy men, proves against the Protestants, than they did truly merit the same in this life. 


CHAPTER 12 
1. The great dragon (the Devil) watching the woman that brought forth a man child, to devour it, God took 


away the child to himself, and fed the woman in the desert. 7. Michael fighting with the dragon overcomes 
him. 13. Who being thrown down to earth, persecutes the woman and her seed. 


1 AND a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and 
on her head a crown of twelve star: 
2 and being with child, she cried also travailing, and is in anguish to be delivered. 


3 And there was seen another sign in heaven, and behold a *great red dragon having seven heads, and ten 
horns: and on his heads seven diadems, 


4 and his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and cast them to the earth, and the dragon stood 
before the woman which was ready to be delivered: that when she should be delivered, he might devour 
her son. 


5 And she brought forth a man child, who was *to govern all nations in an iron rod: and her son was taken 
up to God and to his throne, 


6 and the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared of God, that there they might 
feed her a thousand two hundred sixty days. 


7 And there was made a great battle in heaven, Michael and his Angels fought with the dragon, and the 
dragon fought and his Angels: 


8 and they prevailed not, neither was their place found any more in heaven. 


9 And that great dragon was cast forth, the old serpent, which is called the Devil and Satan, which seduces 
the whole world: and he was cast into the earth, and his Angels were thrown down with him. 


10 And I heard a great voice in heaven saying: Now is there made salvation and force, and the kingdom of 


our God, and the power of his Christ: because the accuser of our brethren is cast forth, who accused them 
before the sight of our God day and night. 


11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, and they loved 
not their lives even unto death. 


12 Therefore rejoice O heavens, and you that dwell therein. Woe to the earth and to the sea, because the 
Devil is descended to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has a little time. 


13 And after the dragon saw that he was thrown into the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought 
forth the man child: 


14 and there were given to the woman two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the desert unto 
her place, where she is nourished for a time and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. 


15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth after the woman water as it were a flood: that he might make her 
to be carried away with the flood. 


16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which 
the dragon cast out of his mouth. 


17 And the dragon was angry against the woman: and went to make battle with the rest of her seed, which 
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. And he stood upon the sand of 
the sea. 


12:3 The great Devil Lucifer 
12:5 Ps. 2:9 Apoc 2:27 


FOOTNOTES ON CHAPTER 12 


The Dragon's incredulous and persecuting multitude, and Antichrist the chief head thereof. 


1. a woman. This is properly and principally spoken of the Church: and by allusion, of our Blessed Lady 
also. 


4. the third part of the stars. The spirits that fall from their first state into apostasy with him by his 
means. 

might devour her son. The Devil's endevour against the Church's children, and especially our Blessed 
Lady's only Son the head of the rest. 


6. The woman fled. This great persecution that the Church shall fly from, is in the time of Antichrist, and 
shall endure but three years and a half. In which time for all that, she shall not want our Lord's protection, 
nor true Pastors, nor be so secret, but all faithful men shall know and follow her: much less shall she 
decay, err in faith, or degenerate and follow Antichrist, as heretics do wickedly feign. As the Church 
Catholic now in England in this time of persecution, because it has not public state government, nor open 
free exercise of holy functions, may be said to be fled into the desert, yet it is neither unknown to the 
faithful that follow it, nor to the enemies that persecute it: the hidden company that the Protestants talk of, 
was for some Ages together, neither known to their friends nor foes, because there was indeed none 
such for many ages together. And this is true, if we take this flight for a very corporal retiring into the 
wilderness; but indeed it may be, and is by most expounded, to be a spiritual flight, by forsaking the joys 
and solaces of the world, and giving herself a contemplation and penance, during the time of persecution 
under Antichrist. And by enlarging the sense, it may also very well signify the desolation and affliction 
that the Church suffers, and has suffered from time to time in this wilderness of the world, by all the 
fore-runners and ministers of Antichrist, tyrants, and heretics. 


7. A great battle. In the Church there is a perpetual combat between St. Michael (Protector of the Church 
militant as he was sometime of the Jews Synagogue, Dan. 10:21) and his Angels, and the Devil and his 
Minister. The perfect victory over whom, shall be at the judgment. Mark here also the cause why St. 
Michael is commonly painted fighting with a dragon. 


11. they overcame. When the Angels or we have the victory, we must know it is by the blood of Christ, 
and so all is referred always to him. 


14. a time and times. This often insinuation that Antichrist's reign shall be but three years and a half 
(Dan. 7:25; Apoc. 11:1-3; and this chapter 6:13) proves that the heretics be exceedingly blinded with 
malice, that hold the Pope to be Antichrist, who has ruled so many ages. 


15. To be carried away. By great persecution he would draw her, that is, her children, from the true faith: 
but every one of the faithful elect, gladly bearing their part of it, overcome his tyranny. At whose 
constancy he being the more offended, works malicious attempts in assaulting the frailer sort, who are 
here signified by the rest of her seed that keep the commandments, but are not so perfect as the former. 


CHAPTER 13 


1. A beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and ten diadems, 5. Blasohemes 
God, 7. And wars against the Saints and destroys them. 11. And another beast rising out of the earth with 
two horns, was altogether for the aforementioned beast, constraining men to make and adore the image 
of it, and to have the character of his name. 


1 AND I saw a beast coming up from the sea, having seven heads, and ten horns, and upon his horns ten 
diadems, and upon his heads names of blasphemy. 


2 And the beast which I saw, was like to a *“libarde, and his feet as of a bear, and his mouth, as the mouth 
of a lion. And the dragon gave him his own force and great power. 


3 And I saw one of his heads as it were slain to death: and the wound of his death was cured. And all the 
earth was in admiration after the beast. 


4 And they adored the dragon which gave power to the beast: and they adored the beast, saying, Who is 
like to the beast? and who shall be able to fight with it? 


5 And there was given to it a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies: and power was given to it to 
work two and forty months. 


6 And he opened his mouth unto blasphemies toward God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, 
and those that dwell in heaven. 


7 And it was given unto him to make battle with the saints, and to overcome them. And power was given 
him upon every tribe and people, and tongue, and nation, 


8 and all that inhabit the earth, adored it, *whose names be not written in the book of life of the Lamb, 
which was slain from the beginning of the world. 


9 If any man have an ear, let him hear. 


10 He that shall lead into captivity, goes into captivity: *he that shall kill in the sword, he must be killed 
with the sword, here is the patience and the faith of saints. 


11 And I saw another beast coming up from the earth: and he had two horns, like to a lamb, and he spoke 
as a dragon. 


12 And all the power of the former beast he did in his sight: and he made the earth and the inhabitants 
therein, to adore the first beast, whose wound of death was cured. 


13 And he did many signs, so that he made also fire to come down from heaven unto the earth in the sight 
of men. 


14 And he seduced the inhabitants on the earth through the signs which were given him to do in the sight 
of the beast, saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make the image of the beast which 
has the stroke of the sword, and lived. 


15 And it was given him to give spirit to the image of the beast, and that the image of the beast should 
speak: and should make, that whosoever shall not adore the image of the beast, be slain. 


16 And he shall make all, little and great, and rich, and poor, and freemen, and bondmen, to have a 
character in their right hand, or in their foreheads. 


17 And that no man may buy or sell, but he that has the character, or the name of the beast, or the number 
of his name. 


18 Here is wisdom. He that has understanding, let him count the number of the beast. For it is the 
number of a man: and the number of him is six hundred sixty six. 


13:2 Libarde, or Lybbarde: an ancient form of the word leopard. 
13:8 Apoc. 3:5 
13:10 Gen 9:6; Mat 26:52 


FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 13 


1. A beast coming up. This beast is the universal company of the wicked, whose head is Antichrist; and 
the same is called (Apoc. 17) the whore of Babylon. The seven heads are expounded (Apoc. 17) seven 
Kings: five before Christ, one present, and one to come. The ten horns are also there expounded to be 
ten kings that shall reign a short while after Antichrist. This dragon is the Devil, by whose power the 
whore or beast or Antichrist works. For in the words following (verses 3 and 4) Antichrist is called the 
beast, to whom the dragon, that is, the devil, gives that power of feigned miracles. And as we adore God 
for giving power to Christ and his followers, so they shall adore the devil tor assisting Antichrist and giving 
him power. 


3. in admiration. They that now follow the simplest and grossest heretics that ever were without seeing 
miracles, would then much more follow this great seducer working miracles. 


6. to blaspheme. No heretic ever likes Antichrist, then these in our days, especially in blasohemies 
against God's Church, Sacraments, saints, ministers, and all sacred things. 


7. To make war with the Saints. He shall kill the Saints then living, Elijah and Enoch, and infinite more 
that profess Christ. By which we must learn, not to marvel when we see the wicked persecute, and and 
prevail against the just, in this life. Then shall his great persecution and cruelty try the Saints patience, as 
his wonderful means to seduce shall try the steadfastness of their faith, which is signified by these words 
following, Here is the patience and the faith of Saints. And when it is said, They adored the beast, whose 
names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb, it gives the great solace and hope to all them that 


shall not yield to such persecutions, that they are of God's elect, and their names written in the book of 
life. 


11. another beast. Another false prophet inferior to Antichrist, shall work wonders also, but all referred to 
the honor of his master Antichrist. So does Calvin and other arch-heretics pervert the world to honor of 
Antichrist, and so do their students also for the honor of them. 


14. The image of the beast. They that now refuse to honor Christ's image, would then worship 
Antichrist's. And we may note here, that as the making or honoring of this image was not against the 
honor of Antichrist, but wholly for it ; as also the image erected by Nabuchodonosor and the honor of it, 
were altogether for the honor of him, so is the honor of Christ's image, the honor of Christ himself, and not 
against him, as Protestants madly imagine. 


17. The character or the name. Likely as in opposition to Christ, whose image (especially as on the 
Cross or Crucifix) he sees honored and exalted in every Church, he will have his image adored so for that 
he sees all true Christian men to bear the badge of his Cross on their foreheads, he likewise will force all 
his to have another mark, to abolish the sign of Christ. By the like emulation also and wicked opposition 
he will have his name and the letters of it to be sacred, and to be worn in men's caps, or written in solemn 
places, and to be worshiped as the name of JESUS is and ought to be among Christian men. And as the 
ineffable name of God was among the Jews expressed by a certain number of four characters (therefore 
called Tetragrammaton) so it seems the Apostle alludes here to the number of Antichrist's name. And 
here it is much to be noted, that the Protestants, by plucking down the image of Christ out of all 
Churches, and his sign of the Cross from men's foreheads, and taking away the honor and reverence due 
to the name of JESUS, make room for Antichrist's image, and mark, and name. And when Christ's images 
and ensigns, or arms, shall be abolished, and the Idol of Antichrist set up instead of it, as it is already 
begun: then is the abomination of desolation, which was foretold by Daniel and our Savior. 


18. Let him count. Though God would not have it manifest beforehand to the world, who in particular this 
Antichrist should be: yet it pleased him to give such tokens of him, that, when he come, the faithful may 
easily take notice of him, according as it is written of the event of other prophecies concerning our Savior, 
That, when it is come to pass, you may believe. In the mean time we must take heed that we judge not 
over rashly of God's secrets; the holy Writer here signifying that it is a point of high understanding, 
illuminated extraordinarily by God's Spirit, to reckon right and decipher truly beforehand, Antichrist's name 
and person. 


18. It is the number of a man. A man he must be, and not a devil or spirit, as here it is clear, and by St. 
Paul, 2 Thessalonians 2 where he is called the man of sin. Again, he must be one particular person, and 
not a number, succession, or a whole order of any degree of men: because his proper name and the 
peculiar number, and the characters of it are (though obscurely) insinuated. "Which reproves the wicked 
vanity of Heretics, that would have Christ's own Vicars, the Successors of his chief Apostle, yea the whole 
order of them for many Ages together, to be this Antichrist. Who, by his description here and in the said 
Epistle to the Thessalonians, must be one special man, and of a particular proper name, as our Lord 
JESUS is. And whosoever he be, these Protestants undoubtedly are his Precursors. For as they make his 
way by ridding away Christ's Images, Cross, and Name, so they exceedingly promote the matter by 
taking a-way Christ's chief Minister, that all may be plain for Antichrist. 


If the Pope had been Antichrist, and had been revealed now a good many years since, as these men say 
he is to them, then the number of this name would agree to him, and the prophecy being now fulfilled, it 
would evidently appear that he bare the name and number here noted. For (no doubt) when he comes, 
this count of the letters or number of his name, which before is so hard to know, will be easy. For he will 
set up his name in every place, even as we faithful men who now advance JESUS. And what name 
proper or designate of all or any of the Popes do they find to agree with this number, notwithstanding their 
boasts that they have found the whole order and every one of them these thousand years to be Antichrist, 
and the rest before even from St. Peter, fore-workers towards his kingdom? 


18. The number 666. Inasmuch as the ancient Expositors, and others think (for certain knowledge of it no 


mortal man can have without an express revelation) that his name consists of so many, and such letters 
in Greek, as, according to their manner of numbering by the Alphabet, make 666: and for as much as the 
letters making that number, may be found in divers names both proper and common: (as St. Irenaeus 
finds them in Latinos and Teitan, Aretas in Lampetis and some of this Age in Luderus, which was Luther's 
name in the German tongue) therefore we see there can be no certainty, and every one frames and 
applies the letters to his own purpose. And most absurd folly it is of the heretics, to apply the word 
Latinos, to the Pope: neither the whole order in common, nor any particular Pope being so called. And St. 
Irenaeus, the first that observed it in that word, applied it to the Empire and state of the Roman Emperor, 
who then was a Heathen, and not to the Pope of his days or after him: yet preferred the word, Teitan, as 
more agreeable, with this admonition, that it were a very perilous and presumptuous thing to define any 
thing for a certainty beforehand, of that number and name. And truly whatsoever the Protestants presume 
in this of the Pope, we may boldly discharge Luther of that dignity. He is undoubtedly one of Antichrist's 
precursors, but not Antichrist himself. 


CHAPTER 14 


1. Virgins follow the Lamb wheresoever he goes, singing a new canticle. 6. One Angel preaches the 
Gospel: 8. Another Angel tells the fall of Babylon: 9. The third declares their torments that have adored 
the beast. Moreover two having sickles, 15. One of them is commanded to reap down the corn, 18. The 
other to gather the grapes as in vintage, which are trodden in the lake of God's wrath. 


1 AND I looked, and behold a Lamb stood upon mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty four 
thousand having his name, and the name of his Father written in their foreheads. 


2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of great thunder: and the 
voice which I heard, as of harpers harping on their harps. 


3 And they sang as it were a new song before the seat and before the four beasts, and the seniors, and no 
man could say the song, but those hundred forty four thousand, that were bought from the earth. 


4 These are they which were not defiled with women. For they are virgins. These follow the Lamb 
wheresoever he shall go. These were bought from among men, the first-fruits to God and the Lamb: 


5 and in their mouth there was found no lie, for they are without spot before the throne of God. 


6 And I saw an other Angel flying through the midst of heaven, having the eternal Gospel, to evangelize 
unto them that sit upon the earth, and upon every nation, and tribe, and tongue, and people: 


7 saying with a loud voice, Fear our Lord, and give him honor, because the hour of his judgement is come: 
and adore him *that made heaven and earth, the sea and all things that are in them, and the fountains of 
waters. 


8 And an other Angel followed, saying, *Fallen fallen is that great Babylon, which of the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication made all nations to drink. 


9 And the third Angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man adore the beast and his image, 
and receive the character in his forehead, or in his hand: 


10 he also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mingled with pure wine in the cup of his 
wrath, and shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the sight of the holy Angels and before the sight 
of the Lamb. 


11 And the smoke of their torments shall ascend for ever and ever: neither have they rest day and night, 
which have adored the beast, and his image, and if any man take the character of his name. 


12 Here is the patience of saints, which keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 


13 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying to me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in our Lord, from 
henceforth now, says the Spirit, that they rest from their labors, for their works follow them. 


14 And I saw, and behold a white cloud: and upon the cloud one sitting like to the Son of man, having on 
his head a crown of gold, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 


15 And an other Angel came forth from the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat upon the cloud, 
*Thrust in your sickle, and reap, because the hour is come to reap, for the harvest of the earth is dry. 


16 And he that sat upon the cloud, thrust his sickle into the earth, and the earth was reaped. 

17 And an other Angel came forth from the temple which is in heaven, himself also having a sharp sickle. 
18 And an other Angel came forth from the altar, which had power over the fire: and he cried with a loud 
voice to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in your sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the 


vineyard of the earth: because the grapes thereof be ripe. 


18 And the Angel thrust his sharp sickle into the earth, and gathered the vineyard of the earth, and cast it 
into the great press of the wrath of God: 


20 and the press was trodden without the city, and blood came forth out of the press, up to the horse 
bridles, for a thousand six hundred furlongs. 


14:7 Ps. 145; Acts 14 
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FOONNOTES FOR CHAPTER 14 
1. Lamb stood. Christ, and the same number of elect that were sealed in chapter 7. 


4. virgins. One state of life more excellent then another, and virgins for their purity passing the rest, and 
always accompanying Christ according to the Church's hymn out of this place, Wherever you go, the 
virgins follow, etc.. first-fruits: This the Church applies to holy Innocents that died first for Christ. 


8. Babylon. The city of the devil, which is the universal society of the wicked misbe lievers, and ill livers in 
the world. 


9. receive the character. The great damnation that shall follow them that forsake Christ and the Church, 
and worship Antichrist or his image. 


12. keep the commandments. Faith is not enough to salvation without fulfilling of God's commandments. 


13. From henceforth now. This especially spoken of Martyrs (as not only St. Augustine seems to take it, 
but the Calvinists themselves, translating, in domino, for our Lord's cause) the Protestants have no 
reason to use the place against Purgatory or Prayer for the departed: seeing the Catholic Church and all 
her children confess, that all Martyrs are straight, after their death, in bliss, and need no prayers. Of which 
this is St. Augustine's known sentence: " He does injury to the Martyr, that prays for the Martyr." (Ser. 17. 
de verb Apost. c. 1) and again to this purpose he writes thus most excellently, (tract. 84. in Joan). "We 


keep not a memory of Martyrs at our Lord's table, as we do of others that rest in peace, that is, for the 
intent to pray for them, but rather that they may pray for us, etc." 


But if we take the words generally for all deceased in state of grace, as it may be also, then we may say 
that even such, though they be in Purgatory and God's chastisement in the next life, and need our 
prayers, yet (according to the afore said words of St. Augustine) do rest in peace, being discharged from 
the labors, afflictions, and persecutions of this world, and (which is more) from the daily dangers of sin 
and damnation, and put into infallible security of eternal joy with unspeakable comfort of conscience. And 
such indeed are more happy and blessed than any living, who yet are usually in the Scriptures called 
blessed, even in the midst of the tribulations of this life. By which we see that these words from 
henceforth they shall rest from their labors, may truly agree to them also that are in Purgatory, and so 
here is nothing proved against Purgatory. Lastly, this adverb, amodo, in Latin, as well as the Greek, does 
not properly signify, from this present time forward, as if the Apostle had said, that after their death and so 
forward they are happy: but it notes and joins the time past together with the time present, in this sense, 
that such as have died since Christ's Ascension, when he first entering into Heaven opened it for others, 
go not to Limbo of the Fathers, as they were wont before Christ's time, but are in case to go straight to 
bliss, except the impediment be in themselves. Therefore they are here called blessed, that die now in 
this state of grace and of the New Testament, in comparison of the old faithful and good persons. 


CHAPTER 15 
2. They, that had now overcome the beast and his image and the number of his name, do glorify God. 6. 
To seven Angels having the seven last plagues, are given seven cups full of the wrath of God. 
1 AND I saw an other sign in heaven great and marvelous: seven Angels having the seven last plagues. 


Because in them the wrath of God is consummate. 


2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire, and them that overcame the beast and his image 
and the number of his name, standing upon the sea of glass, having the harps of God: 


3 and singing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and 
marvelous are your works Lord God Omnipotent: just and true are your ways King of the worlds. 


4 Who shall not fear you O Lord, and magnify your name? Because you only are holy, because all nations 
shall come, and adore in your sight, because your judgments be manifest. 


5 And after these things I looked, and behold the temple of the tabernacle of testimony was opened in 
heaven: 


6 and there issued forth the seven Angels, having the seven plagues, from the temple: revested with clean 
and white stone, and girded about the breasts with girdles of gold. 


7 And one of the four beasts, gave to the seven Angels seven vials of gold full of the wrath of the God that 
lives for ever and ever. 


8 And the temple was filled with smoke at the majesty of God, and at his power: and no man could enter 
into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven Angels were consummate. 


FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 15 


Of the seven last plagues and signal damnation of the wicked. 
1. And I saw. The tribulations about the day of judgment. 
2. sea of glass. Baptism. 


3. The song of Moses and Christ, is the New Testament and the Old. 


CHAPTER 16 
Upon the pouring out of the seven cups of God's wrath, on the land, the sea, the fountains, the seat of the 
beast, Euphrates, and the air; there arise sundry plagues in the world. 
1 AND I heard a great voice out of the temple, saying to the seven Angels: Go, and pour out the seven vials 


of the wrath of God upon the earth. 


2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth, and there was made a cruel and very sore 
wound upon men that had the character of the beast upon them that adored the image thereof. 


3 And the second Angel poured out his vial upon the sea, and there was made blood as it were of one dead: 
and every living soul died in the sea. 


4 And the third poured out his vial upon the rivers and the fountains of waters: and there was made blood. 


5 And I heard the Angel of the waters, saying: You are just O Lord, which are, and which was, the Holy 
One, because you have judged these things: 


6 because they have shed the blood of the Saints and Prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. 
For they are worthy. 


7 And I heard another saying: Yea Lord God Omnipotent, true and just are your judgments. 

8 And the fourth Angel poured out his vial upon the sun, and it was given unto him to afflict men with 
heat and fire: 

g and men boiled with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God having power over the plagues, 


neither did they penance to give him glory. 


10 And the fifth Angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast: and his kingdom was made dark, and 
they together did eat their tongues for pain: 


11 and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and wounds, and did not penance from 
their works. 


12 And the sixth Angel poured out his vial upon that great river Euphrates: and dried up the water thereof 
that a way might be prepared to the kings from the rising of the sun. 


13 And I saw from the mouth of the dragon, and from the mouth of the beast, and from the mouth of the 


false prophet three unclean spirits in manner of frogs. 


14 For they are the spirits of Devils working signs, and they go forth to the kings of the whole earth to 
gather them into battle at the great day of Omnipotent God. 


15 Behold I come as a thief: Blessed is he that watches, and keeps his garments, that he *walk not naked, 
and they see his turpitude. 


16 And he shall gather them into a place in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 


17 And the seventh Angel poured out his vial upon the air, and there came forth a loud voice out of the 
temple from the throne, saying: It is done. 


18 And there were made lightnings, and voices, and thunders, and a great earthquake was made, such an 
one as never has been since men were upon the earth, such an earthquake so great. 


19 And the great city was made into three parts: and the cities of the Gentiles fell. And Babylon the great 
came into memory before God, to *give her the cup of wine of the indignation of his wrath. 


20 And every island fled, and mountains were not found. 


21 And great hail like a talent came down from heaven upon men: and men blasphemed God for the 
plague of the hail: because it was made exceeding great. 


16:15 Apoc 3; 2 Cor 5:3 
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FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 16 
6. Because they have. The great revenge that God will do at the latter day upon the persecutors of his 


Saints. 


9. Blasphemed the name. The desperate and damned persons shall blaspheme God perpetually, which 
shall be such only as do not repent IN this life. 


11. did not penance for their works. See chapter 9:20 in the margin notes. 


13. Dragon. The dragon is the Devil: the beast, Antichrist, or the society whereof he is head: the false 
prophet, either Antichrist himself, or the company of heretics and seducers that follow him. 


16. Armageddon. The hill of thieves, by St. Jerome's interpretation. 
19. The great city. The city or commonwealth of the wicked divided into three parts: into Infidels, 


Heretics, and evil Catholics. This city is here called Babylon, whereof see the commentary upon the next 
chapter, verse 5. 


CHAPTER 17 


The harlot Babylon clothed with divers ornaments. 6 and drunken with the blood of Martyrs, sits upon a 
beast that has seven heads and ten horns: 7 all which things the Angel expounds. 


1 And there came one of the seven Angels which had the seven vials, and spoke with me, saying, Come, I 
will show you the damnation of the great harlot, which sits upon the many waters, 


2 with whom the kings of the earth have fornicated, and they which inhabit the earth been drunk of the 
wine of her whoredom. 
3 And he took me away in spirit into the desert. And I saw a woman sitting upon a scarlet colored beast, 


full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads, and ten horns. 


4 And the woman was clothed round about with purple and scarlet, and gilt with gold, and precious stone, 
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, full of the abomination and filthiness of her fornication. 


5 And in her forehead a name written, "Mystery:" Babylon the great, mother of the fornications and the 
abominations of the earth. 


6 And I saw the woman drunken of the blood of the Saints, and of the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And 
I marveled when I had seen her, with great admiration. 


7 And the Angel said to me, Why do you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman, and of the 
beast that carried her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. 


8 The beast which you saw, was, and is not, and shall come up out of the bottomless depth, and go into 
destruction: and the inhabitants on the earth (whose names are not written in the book of life from the 
making of the world) shall marvel, seeing the beast that was, and is not. 

9 And here is understanding, that has wisdom. The seven heads: are seven hills, upon which the woman 
sits, and they are seven kings. 


10 Five are fallen, one is, and another is not yet come: and when he shall come, he must tary a short time. 


11 And the beast which was, and is not: the same also is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goes into 
destruction. 


12 And the ten horns which you saw: are ten kings, which have not yet received kingdom, but shall receive 
power as kings one hour after the beast. 


13 These have one counsel and force: and their power they shall deliver to the beast. 


14 These shall fight with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them, because he is *Lord of lords, and 
King of kings, and they that are with him, called, and elect, and faithful. 


15 And he said to me, The waters which you saw where the harlot sits: are peoples, and nations, and 
tongues. 


16 And the ten horns which you saw in the beast: these shall hate the harlot, and shall make her desolate 
and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and her they shall burn with fire. 
17 For God has given into their hearts, to do that which pleases him: that they give their kingdom to the 


beast, till the words of God be consummate. 


18 And the woman which you saw: is the great city, which has kingdom over kings of the earth. 


17:14 1 Tim 6:15; Apoc 19:16 


FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 17 


1. The damnation. The final damnation of the whole company of the reprobate, called here the great 
whore. 
many waters: These many waters are many peoples. Verse 15. 


5. Babylon. In the end of Peter's first Epistle, where the Apostle calls it at Babylon, which the ancient 
writers, as we there noted, affirm to be meant of Rome: the Protestants will not in anywise have it so, 
because they would not be driven to confess that Peter was ever at Rome, but here for that they think it 
makes for their opinion, that the Pope is Antichrist, and Rome the seat and city of Antichrist, they will 
needs have Rome to be this Babylon, this great whore, and this purple harlot; for such fellows, in the 
exposition of holy Scriptures, be led only by their prejudiced opinions and heresies, to which they draw all 
things without all indifference and sincerity. But Augustine, Aretas, and other writers, most commonly 
expound it, neither of Babylon itself a city of Chaldea,or Egypt, nor of Rome, or any one city, which may 
be so called spiritually, as Jerusalem before, chapter 11, is named, spiritual Sodom and Egypt, but of the 
general society of the impious, and of those that prefer the earthly kingdom and commodity of the world, 
before God and eternal felicity. The Author of the Commentaries upon the Apocalypse set forth in 
Ambrose's name, writes thus: This great whore sometime signifies Rome, specially which at that time 
when the Apostle wrote this, did persecute the Church of God. But otherwise it signifies the whole city of 
the devil, that is, the universal corps of the reprobate. Tertullian also takes it for Rome, thus, Babylon, 
says he, in John is a figure of the city of Rome, being so great, so proud of the Empire, and the destroyer 
of the Saints. Which is plainly spoken of that city when it was Heathen, the head of the earthly dominion 
of the world, the persecutor of the Apostles, and their successors, the seat of Nero, Domitian, and the 
like, Christ's special enemies, the sink of idolatry, sin, and false worship of Pagan gods. Then was it 
Babylon, when John wrote this, and then was Nero and the rest figures of Antichrist, and that city the 
resemblance of the principal place, wheresoever it be, that Antichrist shall reign in about the latter end of 
the world. Now to apply that to the Roman Church and Apostolic See, either now or then, which was 
spoken only of the earthly state of that city, as it was the seat of the Emperor, and not of Peter, when it 
did slay above thirty Popes, Christ's Vicars, one after another, and endeavored to destroy the whole 
Church: that is most blasphemous and foolish. The Church in Rome was one thing, and Babylon in Rome 
another thing. Peter sat in Rome, and Nero sat in Rome: But Peter, as in the Church of Rome: Nero, as in 
the Babylon of Rome: Which distinction the Heretics might have learned by Peter himself, Ep. 1. chap. 5. 
writing thus, The Church salutes you, that is in Babylon, coelect. So that the Church and the very chosen 
Church was in Rome, when Rome was Babylon, whereby it is plain, that whether Babylon, or the great 
whore do here signify Rome or not, yet it cannot signify the Church of Rome, which is now, and ever was 
differing from the earthly Empire of the same. And if, as in the beginning of the Church, Nero and the rest 
of the persecuting Emperors, which were figures of Antichrist, did principally sit in Rome, so also the great 
Antichrist shall have his seat there, as it may well be, though others think that Jerusalem rather shall be 
his principal city: yet even then shall neither the Church of Rome, nor the Pope of Rome be Antichrist, but 
shall be persecuted by Antichrist, and driven out of Rome, if it be possible: for to Christ's Vicar and the 
Roman Church, he will bear as much good will as the Protestants now do, and he shall have more power 
to persecute him and the Church, than they have. Jerome, epist. 17. cap. 7. to Marcella, to draw her out 
of the city of Rome to the holy land, warning her of the manifold allurements to sin and ill-life, that be in so 
great and populous a city alludes at length to these words of the Apocalypse, and makes it to be Babylon, 
and the purple whore: but straightway, lest some naughty person might think he meant that of the Church 
of Rome, which he spoke of the society of the wicked only, he adds: There is there indeed the holy 
Church, there are the triumphant monuments of the Apostles and Martyrs, there is the true confession of 
Christ, there is the faith praised of the Apostle, and Gentility trodden under foot, the name of Christian 
daily advancing itself on high. Where by you see that whatsoever may be spoken or interpreted of Rome, 
out of this word Babylon, it is not meant of the Church of Rome, but of the earthly state, insomuch, that 


the said holy Doctor, (lib. 2. advers. Jovinian. c. 19), signifies that the holiness of the Church there, has wiped 
away the blasphemy written in the forehead of her former iniquity. But of the difference of the old state, 
and dominion of the Heathen there, for which it is resembled to Antichrist, and the Priestly state which 
now it has, read Leo, (Ser. 1. in natali Petri and Pauli). 


5. Mystery. Paul calls this secret and close working of abomination, the mystery of iniquity, 2 Thess. 2, 
and it is called a little after in this chapter, verse 7, the Sacrament, or mystery, of the woman, and it is also 
the mark of reprobation and damnation. 


6. Drunken of the blood. It is plain, that this woman signifies the whole corps of all the persecutors that 
have and shall shed so much blood of the just: of the Prophets, Apostles, and other Martyrs from the 
beginning of the world to the end. The Protestants foolishly expound it of Rome, for that there they put 
Heretics to death, and allow of their punishment in other countries: But their blood is not called the blood 
of Saints, no more than the blood of thieves, man killers, and other malefactors: for the shedding of which 
by order of justice, no commonwealth shall answer. 


8. Was, and is not. It signifies the short reign of Antichrist, who is the chief horn or head of the beast. 


9. Seven hills. The Angel himself here expounds these seven hills to be all one with the seven heads 
and the seven kings: and yet the Heretics blinded exceedingly with malice against the Church of Rome, 
are so made to take them for the seven hills literally, upon which in old time Rome did stand: that so they 
might make the unlearned believe, that Rome is the seat of Antichrist. But if they had any consideration, 
they might mark that the Prophet's visions here are most of them by Sevens, whether he talk of heads, 
horns, candlesticks, Churches, kings, hills, or other things: and that he alludes not to the hills, because 
they were just seven, but that Seven is a mystical number, as sometime Ten is, signifying universally all 
of that sort whereof he speaks as, that the seven heads, hills, or kingdoms, which are here all one, should 
be all the kingdoms of the world that persecute the Christians: being heads and mountains for their height 
in dignity above others. And some take it, that there were seven special Empires, kingdoms, or States, 
that were, or shall be the treating persecutors of God's people, as of Egypt, Canaan, Babylon, the 
Persians, and Greeks, which be five, sixthly, of the Roman Empire which once persecuted most of all 
other, and which, as the Apostle here says, yet it, or stands, but the seventh, then when John wrote this, 
was not come, neither is, yet come in our days: which is Antichrist's state, which shall not come so long 
as the Empire of Rome stands, as Paul did prophesy. 2 These. 2. ver. 11. 


11. The same is the eight. The beast itself being the congregation of all these wicked persecutors, 
though it consist of the aforesaid seven, yet for that the malice of all is complete in it, may be called the 
eight Or, Antichrist himself, though he be one of the seven, yet for his extraordinary wickedness, shall be 
counted the odd persecutor, or the accomplishment of all other and therefore is named the eight. Some 
take this beast called the eight, to be the Devil. 


12. ten kings. Some expound it of ten final kingdoms, into which the Roman Empire shall be divided, 
which shall all serve Antichrist both in his life and a little after. 


17 God has given. Not forcing or moving any to follow Antichrist, but by his just judgment, and for 
punishment of their sins, permitting them to consent to him. 


18. The great city. If it be meant of any one City, and not of the universal society of the reprobate, which 
is the City of the Devil, as the Church and the universal fellowship of the faithful is called the City of God, 
it is most like to be old Rome, as some of the Greeks expound it, from the time of the first Emperors, till 
Constantine's days, who made an end of the persecution. For by the authority of the old Roman Empire, 
Christ was put to death first, and afterward the two chief Apostles, and the Popes their successors, and 
infinite Catholic men throughout the world, by lesser kings which then were subject to Rome. All which 
Anti-christian persecutions ceased, when Constantine reigned, and yielded up the city to the Pope, who 
holds not the kingdom or Empire over the world, as the Heathen did, but the fatherhood and spiritual rule 
of the Church. However, the more probable sense is the other, of the city of the devil, as the author of the 
homilies upon the Apocalypse in Augustine declares. 


CHAPTER 18 


The fall of Babylon, her judgment, plagues and revenges: for the which 9. The Kings, 16. And merchants 
of the earth that some time did cleave unto her, shall mourn bitterly: 20. But Heaven, and the Apostles 
and Prophets shall rejoice. 


1 AND after these things I saw an other Angel coming down from heaven, having great power: and the 
earth was illuminated of his glory. 


2 And he cried out in force, saying, *Fallen fallen is Babylon the great: and it is become the habitation of 
Devils, and the custody of every unclean spirit, and the custody of even unclean and hateful bird: 


3 because all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication: and the kings of the earth 
have fornicated with her: and the merchants of the earth were made rich by the virtue of her delicacies. 


4 And I heard an other voice from heaven, saying, Go out from her my people: that you be not partakers of 
her sins, and receive not of her plagues. 


5 Because her sins are come even to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 


6 Render to her as she also has rendered to you: and double ye double according to her works: In the cup 
wherein she has mingled, mingle ye double unto her. 


7 As much as she has glorified herself, and has been in delicacies, so much give her torment and 
mourning: because she says in her heart, *I sit a queen, and widow I am not, and mourning I shall not see. 


8 Therefore in one day shall her plagues come, death, and mourning, and famine, and with fire she shall 
be burnt: because God is strong that shall judge her. 


9 And the kings of the earth, which have fornicated with her, and have lived in delicacies, shall weep, and 
bewail themselves upon her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning: 


10 standing afar off for the fear of her torments, saying, Woe, woe, that great city Babylon, that strong 
city: because in one hour is your judgment come. 


11 And the merchants of the earth shall weep, and mourn upon her: because no man shall buy their 
merchandise any more, 


12 merchandise of gold and silver and precious stone, and of pearl, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, 
and scarlet, and all Thyine wood, and all vessels of ivory, and all vessels of precious stone and of brass and 
iron and marble, 


13 and cinnamon, and of odors, and ointment, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and flour, and wheat, 
and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. 


14 And the apples of the desire of your soul are departed from you, and all fat and goodly things are 
perished from your, and they shall no more find them. 


15 The merchants of these things which are made rich, shall stand afar from her for fear of her torments, 
weeping and mourning, 


16 and saying, Woe, woe, that great city, which was clothed with silk, and purple, and scarlet, and was gilt 
with gold, and precious stone, and pearls: 


17 because in one hour are so great riches made desolate: and every governor, and every one that sails into 
the lake, and the shipmen, and they that work in the sea, stood afar off, 


18 and cried seeing the place of her burning, saying, What other is like to this great city? 


19 And they threw dust upon their heads, and cried weeping and mourning, saying: Woe, woe, that great 
city, in the which all were made rich that had ships in the sea, of her prices: because in one hour she is 
desolate. 


20 Rejoice over her, heaven, and you holy Apostles and Prophets because God has judged your judgment 
of her. 


21 And one strong Angel took up as it were a great millstone, and threw it into the sea, saying, *With this 
violence shall Babylon that great city be thrown, and shall now be found no more. 


22 And the voice of harpers, and of Musicians, and of them that sing on shalm and trumpet, shall no more 
be heard in you, and every artificer of every art shall be found no more in you, and the noise of the mill 
shall no more be heard in you, 


23 and the light of the lamp shall no more shine in you, and the voice of the bridegroom and the bride 
shall no more be heard in you: because you merchants were the princes of the earth, because all nations 
have erred in your enchantments. 


24 And in her is found the blood of the Prophets and Saints, and of all that were slain in the earth. 
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FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 18 


7. give her torment. The measure of pains and damnation, according to the wicked pleasures, or 
unlawful delights of this life. Which is a sore sentence for such people as turn their whole life to lust and 
riot. 


9. kings of the earth. Kings and merchants are most encumbered, endangered and drowned in the 
pleasures of this world: whose whole life and traffic is (if they be not exceedingly virtuous) to find variety 
of earthly pleasures. Who seeing once the extreme end of their joys and of all that made their heaven 
here, to be turned into pains and damnation eternal, then shall howl and weep too late. 


20. Rejoice over her. The angels and all saints shall rejoice and give praise to God, to see the wicked 
confounded, and God's justice executed upon their oppressors and persecutors, and this is that which the 
martyrs prayed for, chap. 6. 


21. Babylon the great. By this it seems clear that the apostle means not any one city, but the universal 
company of the reprobate, who shall perish in the day of judgment. The old prophets also naming the 
whole number of God's enemies mystically, Babylon, as Jer. ch. 52. 


CHAPTER 19 
1. The Saints glorifying God for the judgment pronounced upon the harlot, 7. The marriage of the Lamb is 
prepared. 10. The Angel refuses to he adored of St. John. 11.There appears one (who is the word of 
God, and the King of kings and Lord of lords) sitting on a horse, with a great army, and fight against the 


beast and the Kings of the earth and their armies. 17. The birds of the air being in the mean time called to 
devour their flesh. 


1 AFTER these things I heard as it were the voice of many multitudes in heaven saying, Alleluia. Praise, 
and glory, and power is to our God: 


2 because true and just are his judgments which has judged of the great harlot, that has corrupted the 
earth in her whoredom, and has revenged the blood of his servants, of her hands. 


3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke ascends for ever and ever. 
4 And the four and twenty seniors fell down, and the four beasts, and adored God sitting upon the throne, 
saying: Amen, Alleluia. 


5 And a voice came out from the throne, saying: Say praise to our God all you his servants: and you that 
fear him, little and great. 


6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 
great thunders, saying, Alleluia: because our Lord God the Omnipotent has reigned. 


7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give glory to him: because the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife 
has prepared herself. 


8 And it was given to her that she clothe herself with silk glittering and white. For the silk are the 
justifications of Saints. 


9 And he said to me, Write, *Blessed be they that are called to the supper of the marriage of the Lamb. 
And he said to me, These words of God, be true. 


10 And *I fell before his feet, to adore him. And he said to me, See you do not: I am your fellow servant, 
and of your brethren that have the testimony of Jesus. Adore God. For the testimony of Jesus, is the spirit 
of prophecy. 


11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse: and he that sat upon him, was called Faithful and 
True, and with justice he judges and fights. 


12 And his eyes as a flame of fire, and on his head many diadems. having a name written, which no man 
knows but himself. 


13 *And he was clothed with a garment sprinkled with blood: and his name is called, The word of God. 
14 And the hosts that are in heaven followed him on white horses clothed in white and pure silk. 


15 And out of his mouth proceeds a sharp sword: that in it he may strike the Gentiles. And *he shall rule 
them in a rod of iron: and he treads the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God Omnipotent. 


16 And he has in his garment and in his thigh written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 


17 And I saw one Angel standing in the sun, and he cried with a loud voice saying to all the birds that did 


fly by the midst of heaven, Come and assemble together to the great supper of God: 


18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of tribunes, and the flesh of valiants, and the flesh of 
horses and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all freemen and bondmen, and of little and great. 


19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth, and their armies gathered to make war with him that sat 
upon the horse and with his army. 


20 And the beast was apprehended, and with him the false prophet: which wrought signs before him, 
wherewith he seduced them that took the character of the beast, and that adored his image. These two 
were cast alive into the pool of fire burning also with brimstone. 


21 And the rest were slain by the sword of him that sits upon the horse, which proceeds out of his mouth: 
and all the birds were filled with their flesh. 
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FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 19 


3. Again they said. This often repeating of Alleluia in time of rejoicing, the Church does follow in her 
service. 


4. Amen, Alleluia. These two Hebrew words (as other elsewhere) both in the Greek and Latin text are 
kept religiously, and not translated, unless it be once or twice in the Psalms. Yea and the Protestants 
themselves keep them in the text of their English Testaments in many places: and a wonder it is why they 
use them not in all places, but sometimes turn Amen into Verily, of which see the commentary John 8:34. 
and in their common prayer book they translate Alleluia into Praise ye the Lord, as if Alleluia had not as 
good a grace in the act of serving God, (where it is indeed properly used) as it has in the text of Scripture. 
The Catholic Church does often and specially use this sacred word, to join with the church triumphant, 
consisting of angels and saints, who here are said to praise God with great rejoicing, by this word Alleluia, 
and by often repetition of it: as the Catholic Church also uses, namely in Easter-time even till Whitsuntide, 
for the joy of Christ's resurrection, which (as St. Augustine declares, ep. ad Januarium) was the general use of the 
primitive church, making a greater mystery and matter of it, than our Protestants now do. At other times of 
the year also he saiys it was sung in some churches, but not in all. And St. Jerome numbers it among the 
heresies of Vigilantius, that Alleluia could not be sung but at Easter. (Advers. Vigilant. c. 1.) The truth is, by the 
use of the Scriptures it has more in it than Praise ye the Lord, signifying with laud glorifying, and praising 
of God a great rejoicing withal, joy, and exultation of heart in the singers of it. And that is the cause why 
the holy Church says, Laus tibi Domine, Praise to you, O Lord, in lent and times of penance and 
mourning, but not Alleluia. Which (as St. Augustine also declares) is a term of signification and mystery, 
joined with that time and then used especially in the Church of God, when she represents to us, in her 
service, the joys and beatitude of the next life: which is done especially at Easter, by the joyful celebrating 
of Christ's glorious resurrection and ascension, after the penal time of Lent, which represents the misery 
of this life. See St. Augustine, (Ser. 1. & 5. c. 9. & 6. c. 9. de Diversis, to. 10.) and this narration upon the 148th 
Psalm. For in the titles and ends of divers holy Psalms this Alleluia is full of mystery and sacred 
signification. Where we must ask the Protestants, why they have left it out altogether, being in the 
Hebrew, saying neither Alleluia, nor Praise ye the Lord, in the Bible of 1577; and that nine times in the six 
last Psalms. Moreover the said holy Doctor (li. 2. de doct. Christ, c. 11.) affirms that Amen and Alleluia are not 
translated into any other language, propter sanctiorem authoritatem, for the more sacred authority of the 
words so remaining. And ep. 178. he says that it is not lawful to translate them. Nam sciendum, est, 8fc. 
for it is to be known, says he, that all nations do sing Amen and Alleluia in the Hebrew words, which 


neither the Latin man nor the barbarian man may translate into his own language. (See St. Jerome also, ep. 
137) And namely for our nation. St. Gregory will bear us witness that our country received the word Alleluia 
with their Christianity, saying thus, (li. 27 moral, c. 6). Lingua Britannia, qua nihil aliud noverat quam 
barbarum frendere, jamdudum in divinis laudibus Hebvceum ccepit resonare Alleluia: that is, "The British 
tongue, which knew nothing else but to mutter barbarously, has begun of late in God's divine lauds and 
praises to sound the Hebrew Alleluia." And for Jewry St. Jerome, (ep. 1 7. c. 7.) writes, that the husbandmen 
at the plough sang Alleluia, which was not then their vulgar speech. Yea he saith that in monasteries the 
singing of Alleluia was instead of a bell to call them together, (ad Collectam in Epitaph. Paul c. 10). This word is a 
sacred, Christian, mystical, and angelical song: and yet in the new common prayer book it is turned into 
Praise ye the Lord, and Alleluia is quite gone, because they list neither to agree with the Church of God, 
nor with the use of holy Scriptures, no nor with their own translations. But no wonder that they can not 
sing the song of our Lord and of the angels in a strange country, that is, out of the Catholic Church in the 
captivity of schism and heresy. Lastly we might ask them whether it be all one to say, Matt. 21 Hosanna, 
and Save us, we beseech thee? Whereas Hosanna is with all a word of exceeding congratulation and joy 
which they expressed towards our Savior. Even so Alleluia has another manner of sense and signification 
in it, than can be expressed by, Praise ye the Lord. 


7. marriage. At this day shall the whole Church of the elect be finally and perfectly forever joyed unto 
Christ in marriage inseparable. 


8. Justifications of saints. Here the heretics in their translations could not alter the word justifications 
into ordinances as they did falsely in the first of St. Luke, of which see the annotation there, ver. 6. but 
they are forced to say in Latin, justificationes, as Beza: and in English, righteousness, (for justifications 
they will not say in any case for fear of inconvenience,) yea and they cannot deny but these justifications 
are the good works of saints. But where they make this gloss, that they are so called, because they are 
the fruits or effect of faith and of the justice which we have by only faith, it is most evidently false, and 
against the very text and nature of the word. For there is no cause why anything should be called a man's 
justification, but for that it makes him just. So that, justifications, are the virtues of faith, hope, and charity, 
and good deeds, justifying or making a man just, and not effects of justification. Neither faith only, but 
they altogether are the very ornaments and inward garments, beauty and justice of the soul, as here it is 
evident. 


9. supper. That is the feast of eternal life prepared for his spouse the Church. 


10. And | fell. The Protestants abuse this place, and the example of the angel forbidding John to adore 
him, being but his fellow servant, and appointing him to adore God, against all honor, reverence, and 
adoration of angels, saints, or other sanctified creatures, teaching that no religious worship ought to be 
done unto them. But in truth it makes for no such purpose, but only warns us that Divine honor and 
adoration due to God alone, may not be given to any angel or other creature. St. Augustine, (de vera relig. 
cap. ult). And when the adversaries reply that so great an apostle as St. John was, could not be ignorant of 
that point, nor would have given Divine honor unto an angel (for so he had been an idolater) and 
therefore that he was not reprehended for that, but for doing any religious reverence or other honor 
whatsoever to his fellow servant: we answer that by the like reason, St. John being so great an apostle, if 
this latter kind of reverence had been unlawful and to be reprehended, as the Protestants hold it is no 
less than the other, could not have been ignorant of it, nor would have done it. Therefore they might much 
better have learned of St. Augustine (q. 61. in Genes.) how this fact of St. John was corrected by the angel, 
and wherein the error was. In effect it is thus, That the angel being so glorious and full of majesty, 
representing Christ's person, and in his name using divers words proper to God, as, | am the first and the 
last, and alive and was dead, and such like might well be taken by St. John, through error of his person, 
to be Christ himself, and that the apostle presuming him to be so indeed, adored him with Divine honor: 
which the angel correcting, told him he was not God, but one of his fellow-creatures, and therefore that he 
should not so adore him, but God. Thus then we see, St. John was neither so ignorant, to think that any 
undue honor might be given to any creature; nor so wicked as, to commit idolatry by doing undue worship 
to any angel in heaven: and therefore was not faulty at all in this fact, but only erred materially (as the 
schoolmen call it) that is, by mistaking one for another, thinking that which was an angel, to have been 
our Lord: because he knew that our Lord himself is also called an angel, and has often appeared in the 


visions of the faithful. And the like is to be taught of the angel appearing in the 22nd cahapter of the 
Apocalypse, whether it were the same or another, for that also did so appear, that St. John could not tell 
whether it were Christ himself or not, till the angel told him. Once this is certain, that St. John did not 
formally (as they say) commit idolatry, nor sin at all in this, knowing all duties of a Christian man, no less 
than an angel of heaven, being also in as great honor with God, yea and in more than many angels. 
Which perhaps may be the cause (and consequently another explanation of this place) that the angel 
knowing his great graces and merits before God, would not accept any worship or submission at his 
hands, though St. John again through like humility did it, as also immediately afterwards, chap. 22 which 
probably he would not have done, if he had been precisely advised by the angel but a moment before, of 
error and undutifulness in the fact. Howsoever that be, this is evident, that this the angel's refusal of 
adoration, takes not away the due reverence and respect we ought to have to angels or other sanctified 
persons and creatures. And so these words, See you do it not, signify rather an earnest refusal than any 
signification of crime to be committed by it. And a wonder it is that the Protestants making themselves so 
sure of the true sense of every doubtful place by conference of other Scriptures follow not here the 
conference and comparing of Scriptures, that themselves so much or only require. We will give them an 
occasion and a method so to do. He that doubts of this place, finds out three matters of doubt, which 
must be tried by other Scriptures. The first, whether there ought to be, or may be any religious reverence 
or honor done to any creatures: taking the word religion or religious worship not for that special honor 
which is properly and only due to God, as St. Augustine sometimes uses it, but for reverence due to any 
thing that is holy by sanctification or application to the service of God. The second thing is, whether, by 
use of Scriptures, that honor be called adoration in Latin, or by a word equivalent in other languages, 
Hebrew, Greek, or English. Lastly, whether we may by the Scriptures, fall down prostrate before the 
things, or at the feet of persons that we so adore. For of civil duty done to our superiors by capping, 
kneeling, or other courtesy, | think the Protestants will not stand with us: though indeed, their arguments 
make as much against the one as the other. But for religious worship of creatures (which we speak of,) let 
them see in the Scriptures both Old and New: first, whether the temple, the tabernacle, the ark, the 
propitiatory, the cherubims, the altar, the bread of proposition, the Sabbath, and all their holies, were not 
reverenced by all signs of devotion and religion: whether the sacraments of Christ, the priests of our Lord, 
the prophets of God, the Gospel, Scriptures, the name of Jesus, and such like (which are by use, 
signification, or sanctification made holy) are not now to be reverenced: and they shall find all these 
things to have been reverenced by all the faithful, without any dishonor to God, but much to his honor. 
Secondly, that this reverence is named adoration in the Scriptures, these speeches do prove, Ps. 118. 
Adore ye his footstool, because it is holy: and Hebrews, 11. He adored the top of his rod. Thirdly, that the 
Scriptures also warrant us (as the nature of the word adoration gives in all three tongues) to bow down 
our bodies, to fall flat on the ground at the presence of such things, and at the feet of holy persons, 
especially angels, as St. John does here, these examples prove. Abraham adored the angels that 
appeared to him: Moses also the angel that showed himself out of the bush, who were creatures, though 
they represented God's person, as this angel here did, that spoke to St. John. Balaam adored the angel 
that stood before him with a sword drawn, Num. 22. Joshua adored falling flat down before the feet of the 
angel, calling him his Lord, knowing by the angel's own testimony, that it was but an angel: who refused it 
not, but required yet more reverence, commanding him to pluck off his shoes, because the ground was 
holy, no doubt so made by the presence only of the angel. Yea not only to angels, but even to great 
prophets this devotion was done, as to Daniel by Nebuchodonosor, who fell flat upon his face before him, 
and did other great offices of religion, which the prophet refused not, because they were done to God 
rather than to him, as St. Jerome defends the same against Porphory; who charged Daniel with 
intolerable pride therein : and the said holy Doctor alleges the fact of Alexander the Great, that did the like 
to Joiadas the high-priest of the Jews. Howsoever that be (for of the sacrifice there mentioned there may 
be some doubt, which the Church does always immediately to God, and to no creature) the fact of the 
Prophets, 2 Kings 2 to Elisha is plain: where they perceiving that the double grace and spirit of Elijah was 
given to him, fell flat down at his feet and adored. So did the Shunamite: to omit that Achoir adored 
Judith, falling at her feet, as a woman blessed by God, and innumerable other places. All which things, by 
comparing the Scriptures, our adversaries should have found to be lawfully done, to men and angels, and 
sovereign holy creatures. By which they might convince themselves, and perceive, that that thing could 
not be forbidden St. John to do to the angel, which they pretend: though the angel for just causes might 
refuse even that which St. John did lawfully unto him, as St. Peter did refuse the honor given him by 
Cornelius, according to St. Chrysostom's opinion, (ho. 33. inc. 10. Act). Yea even in the third chapter of this 


book (if our adversaries would look no farther) they might see where this angel prophecies and promises 
that the Jews should fall down before the feet of the angel of Philadelphia and adore. See the 
commentary there. 


13. Word of God. The second person in the Trinity, the Son or the Word of God, which was made flesh, 
John 1. 


16. King of kings. Even according to his humanity also. 


CHAPTER 20 


An Angel casts the dragon (or devil) bound, into the depth for a thousand years, in which the souls of 
Martyrs in the first resurrection shall reign with Christ. 7. After which years, Satan being let loose, shall 
raise Gog and Magog, an innumerable army, against the beloved city. 9. But a fire from heaven shall 
destroy them. 12. The books are opened, and he that sits upon the throne, judges all the dead according 
to their works. 


1 AND I saw an Angel descending from heaven, having the key of the bottomless depth, and a great chain 
in his hand. 


2 And he apprehended the dragon the old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years. 


3 And he threw him into the depth, and shut him up, and sealed over him, that he seduce no more the 
nations, till the thousand years be consummate, and after these things he must be loosed a little time. 


4 And I saw seats: and they sat upon them, and judgment was given them, and the souls of the beheaded 
for the testimony of Jesus, and for the word of God, and that adored not the beast, nor his image, nor 
received his character in their foreheads or in their hands, and have lived, and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. 


5 The rest of the dead lived not, till the thousand years be consummate. This is the first resurrection. 


6 Blessed and holy is he that has part in the first resurrection, in these the second death has not power: 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ: and shall reign with him a thousand years. 


7 And when the thousand years shall be consummate, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 and shall 
go forth, and seduce the nations that are upon the four corners of the earth, *Gog, and Magog, and shall 
gather them into battle, the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 


9 And they ascended upon the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the Saints, and the 
beloved city. And there came down fire from God out of heaven, and devoured them: 10 and the Devil 
which seduced them, was cast into the pool of fire and brimstone, where both the beast and the false 
prophet shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 


11 And I saw a great white throne, and one sitting upon it, from whose sight earth and heaven fled, and 
there was no place found for them. 


12 And I saw the dead, great and little, standing in the sight of the throne, and books were opened: and 
*another book was opened, which is of life: and the dead were judged of those things which were written 
in the books according to their works. 


13 And the sea gave the dead that were in it, and death and hell gave their dead that were in them, and it 
was judged of every one according to their works. 


14 And hell and death were cast into the pool of fire. This is the second death. 


15 And he that was not found written in the book of life, was cast into the pool of fire. 
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FOOTNOTES ON CHAPTER 20 
See in St. Augustine (li.20.City of God c.7.8.and seq) the exposition of this chapter. 


2. Bound him. Christ by his passion has abridged the power of the Devil for a thousand years, that is, the 
whole time of the New Testament, until Antichrist's time, when he shall be loosed again, that is, be 
permitted to deceive the world, but for a short time only, to wit, three years and a half. 


4. | saw seats. St. Augustine (li. 20. de Civit. Dei, c. 9) takes this to be spoken, "not of the last justice, but 
of the sees or consistories of bishops and prelates, and of the prelates themselves, by whom the Church 
is now governed. As the judgment here given can be taken no otherwise better, than of that which was 
said by our Savior, Matt, 18. Whatsoever you bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven: and therefore the 
apostle says, "What have | to do, to judge of them that are without?" 

thousand years. What then is represented in the number a thousand, except, until the bringing forth of 
the new offspring, the complete whole of the race foreseen. Hence it is said by John, And shall reign 
with Him a thousand years [Rev. 20:6]; for that the reign of Holy Church is made complete by being 
perfected in entireness. (St. Greg, li. 9. Moral, c. 1.) 

And the souls. "He means (says St. Augustine in the place alleged) the souls of martyrs, that they shall, 
in the mean time, during these thousand years, which is the time of the church militant, be in heaven 
without their bodies, and reign with Christ: for, the souls (says he) of the godly departed, are not 
separated from the Church which is even now the kingdom of Christ, for else there should be kept no 
memory of them at the altar of God in the communicating of the body of Christ: neither should it avail to 
hasten to baptism in the perils of death, for fear of ending our life without it: nor to hasten to be 
reconciled, if we chance for penance or through ill conscience to be separated from the same body. And 
why are all these things done, but for that the faithful departed also be members of the Church?" And 
though, for an example, the martyrs be only named here, yet it is meant of others also that die in the state 
of grace. 


5. The rest lived not. The rest, who are not of the happy number aforesaid, but lived and died in sin, 
reign not with Christ in their souls during this time of the New Testament, but are dead in soul spiritually, 
and in body naturally, till the day of judgment. (St. Aug. ibidem.) 

This is the first resurrection. As there are two regenerations, one by faith, which is now in baptism; and 
another according to the flesh, when at the latter day the body shall be made immortal and incorruptible: 
so there are two resurrections, the one now of the souls to salvation when they die in grace, which is 
called the first, the other of the body at the latter day. (St. Aug. li. 20. de Civit. c.) 


6. They shall he priests. "It is not spoken (says St. Augustine, li. 20. de Civit. c. 10.) of bishops and 
priests only, who are properly now in the Church called priests: but as we call all Christians, for the 
mystical chrism or ointment, so all priests, because they are the members of one priest, of whom the 
Apostle Peter says, A holy people, a kingly priesthood." Which words are worthy of notice for the 
instruction of such as think there are none properly called priests now in the New Testament, no other 
wise than all Christian men and women, and a confusion to them that therefore have turned the name 
priests into ministers. 


7. Satan shall be loosed. In the whole 8th chapter of the said 20th book the City of God by St. 
Augustine, is a notable commentary on these words. Where first he declares, that neither this binding nor 
loosing of Satan is in respect of seducing or not seducing the Church of God: proving that, whether he be 
bound or loose, he can never seduce the same. "The same, says he, shall be the state of the Church at 
that time when the Devil is to be loosed, even as since it was instituted, the same has it been and shall be 
at all times in her children that succeed each other by birth and death." And a little after: "This | thought 
was therefore to be mentioned, lest any man should think, that during the little time wherein the Devil 
shall be loosed, the Church shall not be upon the earth, he either not finding it here when he shall be let 
loose, or consuming it when he shall by all means persecute the same." Secondly he declares, That the 
Devil's being bound, is nothing else but not to be permitted by God to exercise all his force or fraud in 
temptations: as to be loosed, is to be suffered by God for a small time, that is, for three years and a half, 
to practice and prove all his power and arts of temptation against the Church and her children, and yet not 
to prevail against them. Thirdly, This Doctor shows by what great mercy our Lord has tied Satan and 
abridged his power during the whole millenary or thousand years, which is all the time of the New 
Testament until then: and with what wisdom he permits him to break loose that little time of three years 
and six months, towards the latter day, which shall be the reign of Antichrist. Lastly, he shows what kind 
of men shall be most subject to the Devil's seduction, even such as now by temptation of Satan go out of 
the Church, and who shall avoid it. By all which we may confute divers false expositions of old and late 
sectaries. First, the ancient sect of the Millenaries, that grounded upon these thousand years named by 
the prophet, this heresy, that there should be so many years after the resurrection of our bodies, in which 
we should reign with Christ in this world, in our bodies, in all delights and pleasures corporal of meats, 
drinks, and such like, which they called first resurrection. Of which heresy Cerinthus was the author. St. 
Epiphanius, (her. 77. in fine). St. Jerome, (Comment, in. c. xix. Matt). St. Augustine, (her. 8). Quodvultdeum. 
Eusebius also (li. 3. historian, c. 33.) shows that some principal men were in part (though after a more honest 
manner concerning those corporal delicacies) of the same opinion by misconstruction of these words of 
St. John. By which we learn and all the world may perceive the Holy Scriptures to be hard, when such 
learned men of the Church did err, and that there is no security but in that sense which the Church allows 
of. The late sects also by the said St. Augustine's words are fully refuted, affirming not only that the 
Church may be seduced in that great persecution of the Devil's loosing; but that it has been seduced 
even a great part of this time when the Devil is bound: holding that the very true Church may err or fall 
from truth to error and idolatry, nay (what is more blasphemous) that the chief governor of the church is 
Antichrist himself, and the very church under him the whore of Babylon: and that this Antichrist, (which 
the Scriptures in so many places, and here plainly by St. Augustine's exposition, testify shall reign but a 
small time, and that towards the last judgment,) has been revealed long since, to be the Pope himself, 
Christ's own Vicar, and that he has persecuted the saints of their sects for these thousand years at the 
least. Which is no more than to make the Devil to be loose, and Antichrist to reign the whole thousand 
years, or the most part of it, that is, almost the whole time of the Church's state in the New Testament: 
which is against this and other Scriptures evidently, appointing that to be the time of the Devil's binding: 
yea it is to make Antichrist and the Devil weaker towards the day of judgment than before, and the truth 
better to be known, and the faith more common, the nearer we come to the same judgment: which is 
expressly against the Gospel and this prophecy of St. John. 


8. The camp of the saints. St. Augustine in the said 20th book the City of God, cap. 11. "It is not, says 
he, to be taken that the persecutors shall gather to any place, as if the camp of the saints or the beloved 
city should be but in one place, which indeed are no other thing but the Church of Christ spread through 
the whole world. And therefore wheresoever the Church shall then be (which shall be in all nations even 
then, for so much is insinuated by this latitude of the earth here specified) there shall the tents of saints 
be, and the beloved city of God, and there shall she be besieged by all her enemies, which shall be in 
every country where she is, in most cruel and forcible sort." So writes this profound holy Doctor. 

nations. St. Augustine thinks that these do not signify any certain nations, but all that shall then be joined 
with the Devil and Antichrist against the Church, (li. 20. de Civit. c. 11. See St. Jerome in Ezech. li. 11). 


9. There came down fire. It is not meant of the fire of hell (says St. Augustine, ibid. c. 12.) into which the 
wicked shall be cast after the resurrection of their bodies, but of an extraordinary help that God will send 
from heaven, to give aid to the saints of the Church that then shall fight against the wicked: or, the very 


fervent and burning zeal of religion and God's honor, which God will kindle in the hearts of the faithful, to 
be constant against all the forces of that great persecution. 


11. earth and heaven fled. They shall then be new, not the substance, but the shape changed. (2 Peter 3, 
See St. Augustine li.20. City of God c.14) 


12. books. The books of mens consciences, where it shall plainly be read what mans life has been. 
Another book. This is the book of God's knowledge or predestination, in which that, which before was 
hid to the world, shall be opened, and in which the true record of every man's works shall be contained, 
and they have their judgment diversely according to their works, and not according to faith only, or want 
of faith only. 


15. was not found. Such as do no good works, if they have age and time to do them, are not found in the 
book of life 


CHAPTER 21 


Heaven and earth being made new, St. John sees the new city Jerusalem prepared and adored for the 
spouse of the Lamb. 6. The just are glorified, 7. And the wicked thrust into the pool of fire. 12. The wall 
and gates and foundations of the city are described and measured: 18. All which are gold and crystal , 
precious stones and pearls. 


1 AND I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the *first heaven, and the first earth was gone, and the sea 
now is not. 


2 And I John saw the holy city Jerusalem new descending from heaven, prepared of God, as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 


3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: Behold the tabernacle of God with men, and he will 
dwell with them. And they shall be his people: and he God with them shall be their God. 


4 And *God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes: and death shall be no more, nor mourning, nor 
crying, neither shall there be sorrow anymore, which first things are gone. 


5 And he that sat in the throne, said: *Behold I make all things new. And he said to me: Write, because 
these words be most faithful and true. 


6 And he said to me: It is done, I am *Alpha and Omega: the beginning and the end. To him that thirsts I 
will give of the fountain of the water of life, gratis. 


7 He that shall overcome, shall possess these things, and I will be his God: and he shall be my son. 
8 But to the fearful, and in credulous, and execrable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and 
Idolaters, and all lairs, their part shall be in the pool burning with fire and brimstone, which is the second 


death. 


9 And there came one of the seven Angels that had the vials full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with 
me, saying: Come, and I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 


10 And he took me up in spirit unto a mountain great and high: and he showed me the holy city Jerusalem 
descending out of heaven from God, 


11 having the glory of God. and the light thereof like to a precious stone, as it were to the jasper stone, 
even as crystal. 


12 And it had a wall great and high, having twelve gates, and in the gates twelve Angels, and names 
written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel. 


13 On the East, three gates: and on the North, three gates: and on the South, three gates: and on the West, 
three gates. 


14 And the wall of the city having twelve foundations: and in them, twelve names, of the twelve Apostles of 
the Lamb. 


15 And he that spoke with me, had a measure of a reed, of gold, to measure the city and the gates thereof, 
and the wall. 


16 And the city is situated quadrangle-wise, and the length thereof is as great as also the breadth: and he 
measured the city with the reed for twelve thousand furlongs, and the length and height and breadth 
thereof be equal. 


17 And he measured the wall thereof of an hundred forty four cubits, the measure of a man which is of an 
Angel. 


18 And the building of the wall thereof was of jasper stone: but the city itself pure gold, like to pure glass. 


19 And the foundations of the wall of the city, were adorned with all precious stone. The first foundation, 
the jasper: the second, the sapphire: the third, the chalcedony: the fourth, the emerald: 


20 the fifth, the sardonyx : the sixth, the sardius: the seventh, the chrysolite: the eight, the beryllus: the 
ninth, the topazius: the tenth, the chrysoprasus: the eleventh, the hyacinthe: the twelfth, the amethyst. 


21 And the twelve gates: there are twelve pearls, one to everyone: and every gate was of one several pearl. 
and the street of the city pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 


22 And temple I saw not therein, for our Lord the God Omnipotent is the temple thereof, and the Lamb. 


23 And the *city needs not sun nor moon, to shine in it. For the glory of God has illuminated it, and the 
Lamb is the lamp thereof. 


24 And the *Gentiles shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory and 
honor into it. 


25 And the *gates thereof shall not be shut by day: for there shall be no night there. 
26 And they shall bring the glory and honor of nations into it. 


27 There shall not enter into it any polluted thing, nor that does abomination and makes lie, but they that 
are *written in the book of life of the Lamb. 
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FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER 21 


The final glorification of the Church 

2. holy city. The Church triumphant. 

3. tabernacle of God. This tabernacle is Christ according to his humanity. 

4 wipe away all tears. This happy day shall make an end of all the miseries of this mortality. 


7. shall posses all these things. He that has the victory against sin in the Church militant, shall have his 
reward in the triumphant. 


8. to the fearful. All that commit mortal sins and do not repent, shall be damned. 
11. having the glory of God. The glory of the Church triumphant. 


12. the names of the twelve. The names of the patriarchs and Apostles honorable and glorious in the 
triumphant Church. 


16. city is situated. See St. Jerome, ep. 17. touching this description of the heavenly Jerusalem, which is 
the Church triumphant, teaching that these things must be taken spiritually, not carnally. 


18. Pure gold. St. Gregory (li. 18. Moral, c. 28.) says, the heavenly state is resembled to gold, precious stone, 
crystal, glass, and the like, for the purity, charity, glittering of the glorious bodies: where one man's body, 
conscience, and thoughts are represented to another, as corporal things in this life are seen through 
crystal or glass. 


22 temple. All external sacrifice, which now is a necessary duty of the faithful, shall then cease, and 
therefore there shall need no material temple. 


27. shall not enter. None not perfectly cleansed of their sins, can enter into this heavenly Jerusalem. 


CHAPTER 22 


The tree of life being watered with living water, yields fruits every month. 3. There is neither curse nor 
night in the city. 9. The Angel that showed John all these things, refuses to be adored by him. 14. He tells 
him that the just shall enter into the city, but the rest shall be cast forth. 18. Lastly, he protests and 
threatens against them that shall presume to add to this prophecy, or take away from the same. 


1 AND he showed me a river of living water, clear as crystal, preceding from the seat of God and of the 
Lamb. 


2 In the midst of the street thereof, and on both sides of the river, the tree of life, yielding twelve fruits, 
rendering his fruit every month, and the leaves of the tree for the curing of the Gentiles. 


3 And no curse shall be any more: and the seat of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall 
serve him. 


4 And they shall see his face: and his name in their foreheads. 


5 And night shall be no more: and they shall not need the light of lamp, nor the light of the sun, because 
our Lord God does illuminate them, and they shall reign for ever and ever. 


6 And he said to me, These words are most faithful and true. And our Lord the God of the spirits of the 
prophets, sent his Angel to show his servants those things which must be done quickly. 


7 And behold I come quickly. Blessed is he that keeps the words of the prophecy of this book. 


8 And I John which have heard, and seen these things. And after I had heard and seen, I fell down *to 
adore before the feet of the Angel which showed me these things: 


9 and he said to me, See you do not, for I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and 
of them that keep the words of this book. Adore God. 


10 And he said to me, Seal not the words of the prophecies of this book. for the time is near. 


11 He that hurts, let him hurt yet: and he that is in filth, let him be filthy yet: and he that is just, let him be 
justified yet: and let the holy be sanctified yet. 


12 Behold I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to render to every man according to his works, 
13 Iam *Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 


14 Blessed are they that wash their stoles: that their power may be in the tree of life, and they may enter 
by the gates into the city. 


15 Without are dogs and sorcerers, and the vast, and murderers, and servers of Idols, and every one that 
loves and makes a lie. 


16 I Jesus have sent mine Angel, to testify to you these things in the Churches. I am the root and stock of 
David, the bright and morning star. 


17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And he that hears, let him say, Come. And he that *thirsts, let 
him come: and he that will, let him take the water of life gratis. 


18 For I testify to every one hearing the words of the prophecies of this book, If any man shall add to these 
things, God shall add upon him the plagues written in this book. 


19 And if any man shall diminish of the words of the book of this prophecies: God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and of these things that be written in this book. 


20 Says he that gives testimony of these things. Yea I come quickly: Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 


21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
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FOOTNOTES ON CHAPTER 22 


2. The tree of life. Christ is our tree of life: in the Church, by the B. Sacrament: and in heaven, by his 


visible presence and influence of life everlasting both to our bodies and souls: of whom Solomon saith, 
the tree of life to all that apprehend him. Prov. 5. 


8 To adore before. You see it is all one to adore before the feet of the Angel, and to adore the Angel: 
though to adore him, be not expressed as in the 19th chap. 


11. He that hurts. It is not an exhortation, but a denunciation or threatening, that how far soever the 
wicked increase in naughtiness, God has provided answerable punishment for them. 
let him be justified. Man by God's grace and doing good works, does increase his justice. 


12. according to his works. Heaven is the reward, wage, or repayment for good works, in all the 
Scriptures, yet the adversaries will not see it. 


18. If any man shall add. The author of the commentaries upon this book, bearing the name of St. 
Ambrose, says thus of this point. "He makes not this protestation against the expositors of this prophecy, 
but against sectaries. For the expositor does add or diminish nothing, but opens the obscurity of the 
narration, or shows the moral or spiritual sense. He curses therefore all those that used to add somewhat 
of their own that was false, and to take away other things that were contrary to their heresies." So says 
this ancient writer. And this was the property of them in all ages, and so it is of ours now, as we have 
noted through the whole Bible. 


20. Come Lord Jesus. And now, O Lord Christ, most just and merciful, we your poor creatures that are 
so afflicted for confession and defense of the holy, Catholic, and apostolic truth, contained in this your 
Sacred Book, and in the infallible doctrine of your dear spouse our mother the Church, we cry also unto 
your Majesty with tenderness of our hearts unspeakable: Come Lord Jesus quickly, and give patience, 
comfort, and constancy to all that suffer for your name, and trust in you, O Lord God our helper and 
protector. AMEN 


